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 COMMISSIONERS’ COURT 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING  

SEPTEMBER 29, 2014 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Titus County Commissioners’ Court met in a Special Meeting on 

Monday, September 29, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. in the Titus County Courtroom with the following members 

present: 

 
Brian P. Lee County Judge 

Al Riddle Commissioner Precinct 1 

Mike Fields Commissioner Precinct 2 

Phillip Hinton Commissioner Precinct 3  

Thomas Hockaday Commissioner Precinct 4 

Dianne Norris County Clerk 

Sheryl  Preddy County Treasurer  

Carl Johnson County Auditor  

Tim Ingram County Sheriff 

Judy Cook Tax Assessor/Collector 

Paula Dyke Justice of the Peace Precinct 2 

Kay McNutt Justice of the Peace Precinct 1,3,4 

Chris Durant Constable Precinct 1,3,4 

  

Public Attending Meeting: 

 

Norma Narramore Tonya Buck Amanda Aguillon 

Judy Lee Sue Evenwel Morgan Luedke 

Gwen Dunn Paul Lindsey Karen Gatherer 

Nigel Christopher Tammy Shelton John Gatherer 

Christie Davis Carolyn Norman Lou Antonelli 

Joyce Simpson   

   

   

 

Invocation:  Judge Brian Lee          

Pledge of Allegiance:   Judge Brian Lee  
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1.  PUBLIC COMMENTS AND/OR REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION ON NON-AGENDA 

ITEMS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 551.042, TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT  

(Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video) 

There were no public comments and/or requests for information on non-agenda items. 

2. CONSIDER AND POSSIBLY APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF A COPIER FOR JP1 TO BE 

PAID OUT OF THE TECHNOLOGY FUND  (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video) 

Titus County Auditor, Carl Johnson, informed the Court that the Technology Fund currently has 

$26,000.00 in it and can be used to pay for the new copier.  The cost of a new copier will be 

$5000.00 with trade in.  The warranty will stay in effect as long as the county has a maintenance 

agreement on the copier.   

Motion was made by Commissioner Fields and seconded by Commissioner Hinton to approve 

the purchase of a copier for JP1 from TLC Office Systems in the amount of $5000.00 with trade 

in to be paid out of the Technology Fund.  Motion passed unanimously.  (SEE ATTACHMENT 

#1) 

3.  ADOPT THE 2014-2015 BUDGET  (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video)  

The Proposed 2014-2015 Budget does not include the following three items:  

a. Salary adjustment on 21 positions in the Sheriff’s Office of $100.00/month 

b.  Carry over fund balance on Road & Bridge Fund for Precincts 1, 2 & 3 as a Contingency 

Fund Line Item.  Precinct 4’s balance is to be applied to the future FM 1735 road project. 

c. Change revenue anticipated for the budget from the Proposed Tax Rate of .4396 per $100 

taxable value to .4182 per $100 taxable value.  

Motion was made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Riddle to adopt 

the 2014-2015 Budget and to include change to revenue to reflect keeping tax rate of .4152 per 

$100.00 taxable valuation and to carry over fund balance in Precinct 1, 2 & 3 as a Contingency 

Fund Line Item and Precinct 4’s balance to be applied to the future FM 1735 road project.   

Motion failed two to three with Judge Lee, Commissioner Fields and Commissioner Hinton 

voting nay.  

Motion was made by Judge Lee and seconded by Commissioner Fields to approve the 2014-2015 

Budget to include allocating funds for 21 positions in the Sheriff’s office to have a salary 

adjustment of $100.00 per month; carry over fund balance in Precinct 1, 2 & 3 as a Contingency 

Fund Line Item and Precinct 4’s balance to be applied to the future FM 1735 road project and 

change revenue anticipated to reflect approved 2014 tax rate.  Motion passed three to two with 

Commissioners Riddle and Hockaday voting nay.   (SEE ATTACHMENT #2) 

4. ADOPT THE 2014 TAX RATE (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video) 

Motion was made by Judge Lee and seconded by Commissioner Fields to adopt the 2014 tax rate 

of .4182 per $100 taxable value.  Motion passed three to two with Commissioners Riddle and 

Hockaday voting nay.  (SEE ATTACHMENT #3) 
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5. CONSIDER AND POSSIBLY ADOPT A RESOLUTION TO HOST A COUNTY 

PROSPERITY SUMMIT DURING THE SPRING OF 2015   (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see 

video) 

Judge Lee explained that he had been approached by Chris Brown, Executive Director from Ark-

Tex Council of Governments (ATCOG), about Titus County considering being the host of a 

regional economic development event to be paid for by ATCOG. The summit is being offered by 

the National Association of Counties for the combined county region of ATCOG. The event will 

show counties how to use regional assets and expects to draw in approximately 30-50 people.  

ATCOG is applying for one of only four grants available nationally from the Wealth Works 

program and in order to turn in an application, they need a host county.  Mr. Brown feels that 

Titus County is a central location for the surrounding counties and that Northeast Texas 

Community College, which is located in Titus County, would like to be the host site. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Fields and seconded by Commissioner Hinton to approve 

adopting a Resolution to Host a County Prosperity Summit during the Spring of 2015.  Motion 

passed unanimously.  (SEE ATTACHMENT #4) 

6. RECORD THE AUDITOR’S OFFICE AND BAILIFF SALARIES IN COUNTY CLERK’S 

MINUTES  (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video) 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Fields to approve 

recording the Auditor’s office and Bailiff’s Salaries in the County Clerk’s minutes.  Motion 

passed unanimously.  (SEE ATTACHMENT #5) 

 

7.  CONSIDER AND POSSIBLY APPROVE RENEWING INSURANCE COVERAGE WITH 

BUFORD INSURANCE FOR CYBER LIABILITY (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video)  

Motion was made by Commissioner Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Fields to approve 

renewing insurance coverage with Bockman Insurance for Cyber Liability in the amount of 

$2314.31.    Motion passed unanimously. (SEE ATTACHMENT #6)  (Buford Insurance is now 

Bockman Insurance.) 

8. CONSIDER AND POSSIBLY APPROVE RENEWING INSURANCE COVERAGE WITH 

CAPPS INSURANCE FOR FIDUCIARY LIABILITY (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see 

video)  

Motion was made by Commissioner Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Fields to approve 

renewing insurance coverage with Capps Insurance for Fiduciary Liability in the amount of 

$2362.00.   Motion passed unanimously.  (SEE ATTACHMENT #7) 

 

9. SIGN PAY ORDERS AND APPROVE PAYMENTS  (Listen to audio track and/or see video)  

 

 Motion was made by Commissioner Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Fields to sign pay 

orders and approve payments.  Motion passed unanimously. (SEE ATTACHMENT #8) 
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10. COUNTY JUDGE REQUESTS AN EXECUTIVE SESSION PURSUANT TO TEXAS 

GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 551.074 REGARDING PERSONNEL MATTERS WITH 

POSSIBLE ACTION TO FOLLOW  (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video)  

 

CONVENED 9:33 A.M.  

RECONVENED 12:02 P.M. 
 

11. CONSIDER AND POSSIBLY APPOINT A REPLACEMENT CONSTABLE FOR 

PRECINCT 2 TO FILL UNEXPIRED TERM OF CLEVE JOHNSON, DECEASED, 

THROUGH DECEMBER 2016  (Listen to audio track 2 and/or see video)   

Motion was made by Commissioner Fields and seconded by Commissioner Hockaday to table 

appointing a replacement Constable for Precinct 2 to fill unexpired term of Cleve Johnson, 

deceased, through December 2016.   Motion passed unanimously.   

12. DISCUSS AND POSSIBLY TAKE ACTION ON THE APPOINTMENT OF A COUNTY 

MENTAL HEALTH OFFICER (Listen to audio track 2 and/or see video)  

 

Motion was made by Judge Lee and seconded by Commissioner Fields to table taking action on 

the appointment of a County Mental Health Officer. Motion passed unanimously.   

 

13. DISCUSS AND POSSIBLY TAKE ACTION REGARDING MENTAL HEALTH 

TRANSPORTS  (Listen to audio track 2 and/or see video) 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Fields to table 

taking action regarding Mental Health Transports.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

ADJOURN (Listen to audio track 2 and/or see video) 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Fields to 

adjourn.  Motion passed unanimously. 


