
Page 1 of 5 
 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS’ COURT 

SPECIAL MEETING 

APRIL 28, 2014 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA 

 

AUDIO  

 

ATTESTATION TO MINUTES 

 

  

Links%202014-04-28-Special/2014.04.28_Agenda.pdf
Links%202014-04-28-Special/04.28.2014.special.mp3
Links%202014-04-28-Special/2014.04.28_Attestation.pdf


Page 2 of 5 
 

 

 COMMISSIONERS’ COURT 

SPECIAL MEETING 

APRIL 28, 2014 

 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Titus County Commissioners’ Court met in a Special meeting on 

Monday, April 28, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. in the Titus County Courtroom, with the following members 

present: 

 

 
Brian P. Lee County Judge 

Al Riddle Commissioner Precinct 1 

Mike Fields Commissioner Precinct 2 

Phillip Hinton Commissioner Precinct 3  

Thomas Hockaday Commissioner Precinct 4 

Dianne Norris County Clerk  

Sheryl  Preddy County Treasurer 

Carl Johnson County Auditor  

  

 

 

Public Attending Meeting: 

 

 

Keith Kridler Bruce Lousberg Bill Price 

Faustine Curry Jimmy Parker David Horton 

Judy Lee Troy Sellers Rodney Glenn 

Nigel Christopher Sue Evenwell Paul Lindsey 

John Livingston Barbara Bruechner  Emily Aikman 

Ted Aikman Nancy Leflett Judy Kent 

Tony Gesino Dorothy West Lou Antonelli 

Carolyn Norman Joyce Simpson  

   

   

Invocation:  Judge Brian Lee          

Pledge of Allegiance:   Judge Brian Lee   
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1.  PUBLIC COMMENTS AND/OR REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION ON NON-AGENDA 

ITEMS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 551.042, TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT  

(Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video) 

Barbara Bruechner came before the court regarding Open Record Requests on the Riddle Street 

remodeling job that she had requested and not received from the architect, Chris Basham.  She 

also expressed concerns about Conflict of Interest between Judge Lee and one of the 

subcontractors, Larry Lawrence.  Judge Lee referred her to John Mark Cobern, County Attorney, 

to whom he had already met with regarding this matter.  (SEE ATTACHMENT #01) 

2.  CONSIDER AND POSSIBLY APPROVE MINUTES FROM APRIL 14, 2014 REGULAR 

MEETING OF THE COMMISSIONERS’ COURT  (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video) 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Hockaday to 

approve minutes from April 14, 2014 regular meeting of the Commissioners’ Court.  Motion 

passed unanimously.  

3.  STATUS REPORT ON TITUS COUNTY PASS THROUGH PROJECT (Listen to audio track 

1 and/or see video)  

Judge Lee read a letter from Mark Heidaker, Project Manager from PTP Transportation, to James 

Construction Group, LLC regarding his concerns about the lack of progress on the FM 1000 

project in Titus County and their delay in scheduled completion date.  His primary concerns 

involve the retaining walls, the accumulation of float activities that are “riding the data date” and 

most notably the seal coat calendar requirement.  (SEE ATTACHMENT #02) 

4. CONSIDER AND POSSIBLY APPROVE RENOVATION AND REMODEL OF THE 

RATLIFF BUILDING TO ACCOMMODATE TAX COLLECTOR AND ELECTIONS 

ADMINISTRATOR OFFICES (CHRIS BASHAM)  (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video) 

Chris Basham was unable to attend but had sent revised floor plans on the Ratliff and Caddell 

buildings.  The cost on the Ratliff building went up from $170,000.00 to $184,478.00 which 

would include the cost of construction management.  The Caddell building located in the 

southwest corner of the annex building has an estimated cost of $24,752 to remodel for storage 

space during and after construction. 

Keith Kridler had some issues regarding the cost of remodeling the Caddell building just to be 

used for temporary storage.  Judge Lee explained that it was going to be permanent storage for 

the Elections office.  Mr. Kridler then had concerns in that there would not be enough insulation 

with the 19 foot ceiling and would cause a waste in money on air conditioning unless the ceilings 

were lowered.  Judge Lee responded in that he had spoken to Mr. Basham about this and was 

told that the building would not need to be cooled to occupancy standard but just enough to keep 

from being humid and that his proposal would be sufficient for the immediate needs. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Riddle and seconded by Commissioner Hockaday to 

approve renovation and remodel of the Ratliff Building to accommodate Tax Collector and 

Elections Administrator Offices at an estimated cost of $185,000.00 but not to include any work 

on the Caddell Building at this time.  Titus County is to be able to look at all bids prior to being 

awarded.  Motion passed unanimously.  (SEE ATTACHMENT #03) 

Links%202014-04-28-Special/2014.04.28_Attachment01.pdf
Links%202014-04-28-Special/2014.04.28_Attachment02.pdf
Links%202014-04-28-Special/2014.04.28_Attachment03.pdf
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5. CONSIDER AND POSSIBLY APPROVE ISSUING A REQUEST FOR A PROPOSAL FOR A 

CERTIFIED INSURANCE COUNSELOR  (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video) 

Judge Lee put this on the agenda again in order to do a better job of clarifying the advantages of 

a certified insurance counselor rather than just hiring someone to review bids from insurance 

companies which was approved at the last Commissioners’ Court meeting.  (SEE 

ATTACHMENT #04) 

Motion was made by Judge Lee to approve issuing a request for a Proposal for a Certified 

Insurance Counselor.  Motion died due to lack of a second.   

6. CONSIDER AND POSSIBLY APPROVE A RESOLUTION AND ORDER APPROVING THE 

COUNTY TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE FUND GRANT PROGRAM 

AGREEMENT, DESIGNATING AN AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE AND MAKING 

SPECIFIC FINDS REQUIRED BY THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

(Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video)  

Titus County received notice that they had been awarded Grant money from the Department of 

Transportation in the amount of $366,000.00 with a 10% match from the county.  The county 

now has to approve a Resolution and Order approving an agreement with TxDOT; designate an 

authorized representative and reduce the list of road projects previously submitted to equal the 

amount of the grant of approximately $400,000.00.  (SEE ATTACHMENT #05) 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Fields to table 

approving a Resolution and Order Approving the County Transportation Infrastructure Fund 

Grant Program Agreement, Designating Authorized Representative, and Making Specific 

Findings Required by the Texas Department of Transportation until the next Commissioners 

Court meeting.  Motion passed unanimously. 

7.  CONSIDER AND POSSIBLY APPROVE A PAUPER’S FUNERAL FOR JAMES EDWARD 

ROHDE  (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video) 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Hinton to 

approve a Pauper’s Funeral for James Edward Rohde to Curry-Welborn Funeral Home in the 

amount of $950.00.  Motion passed unanimously.  (SEE ATTACHMENT #06) 

8.  CONSIDER AND POSSIBLY APPROVE TRAVEL AND SEMINARS FOR TITUS COUNTY 

EMPLOYEES AND ELECTED OFFICIALS  (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video) 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Fields and seconded by Commissioner Hinton to approve 

travel and seminars for Titus County employees and elected officials.  Motion passed 

unanimously.  (SEE ATTACHMENT #07) 

 

9.  APPROVE ORAL AND WRITTEN REPORTS OF COUNTY OFFICIALS  (Listen to audio 

track 1 and/or see video) 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Hinton to 

approve oral and written reports of County Officials.  Motion passed unanimously (SEE 

ATTACHMENT #08) 

 

Links%202014-04-28-Special/2014.04.28_Attachment04.pdf
Links%202014-04-28-Special/2014.04.28_Attachment04.pdf
Links%202014-04-28-Special/2014.04.28_Attachment05.pdf
Links%202014-04-28-Special/2014.04.28_Attachment06.pdf
Links%202014-04-28-Special/2014.04.28_Attachment07.pdf
Links%202014-04-28-Special/2014.04.28_Attachment08.pdf
Links%202014-04-28-Special/2014.04.28_Attachment08.pdf
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10.  CONSIDER AND POSSIBLY APPROVE TREASURER’S REPORT  (Listen to audio track 1 

and/or see video) 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Hockaday to 

approve Treasurer’s Report.  Motion passed unanimously. (SEE ATTACHMENT #09)  

 

11.  APPROVE BUDGET AMENDMENTS  (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video) 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Hinton to 

approve Budget Amendments #21-24.  Motion passed unanimously.  (SEE ATTACHMENT 

#10) 

 

12.  SIGN PAY ORDERS AND APPROVE PAYMENTS  (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video) 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Hinton to sign 

pay orders and approve payments.  Motion passed unanimously.  (SEE ATTACHMENT #11) 

 

13.  CLOSING COMMENTS BY COUNTY JUDGE AND COMMISSIONERS, IF ANY  (Listen to 

audio track 1 and/or see video) 

 

Commissioner Hockaday informed the court that CR 3140 was now open to traffic. 

 

Commissioner Hinton commented on having to remove trees from the roads after the last storm. 

 

Commissioner Fields stated that the spring cleanup ended Saturday.  He also stated that the 

Operator’s school was successful and it had saved the City and County money. 

 

Judge Lee read a report from Steve Austin, County Veterans’ Service Officer, for the month of 

April, 2014.  (SEE ATTACHMENT #12) 

 

 He then invited the public to attend the following: 

 

 Children’s’ Developmental Mental Health Advisory Committee, Tuesday, April 29
th

 at 

the Whatley Center at 9:00 a.m. (SEE ATTACHMENT #13) 

 Texas Water Development Board Region C & D Hearing regarding Marvin Nichols at 

the Civic Center from 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 29
th

. (SEE ATTACHMENT 

#14) 

 May 8, 2014 – 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. -  Ribbon Cutting at the Riddle Street Building for 

Workforce Solutions Northeast Texas Mt Pleasant Office 

 

ADJOURN (Listen to audio and/or see video) 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Hockaday to 

adjourn.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Links%202014-04-28-Special/2014.04.28_Attachment09.pdf
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