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COMMISSIONERS’ COURT 

REGULAR MEETING 

August 12, 2013 

 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Titus County Commissioners’ Court met in a regular meeting 

on Monday, August 12, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. in the Titus County Courtroom, with the following 

members present: 

 

 

Judge Brian P. Lee County Judge 

Al Riddle Commissioner Precinct 1 

Mike Fields Commissioner Precinct 2 

Phillip Hinton Commissioner Precinct 3 

Thomas Hockaday Commissioner Precinct 4 

Carl Johnson County Auditor 

Dianne Norris County Clerk 

Sheryl Preddy County Treasurer 

Tim Ingram County Sheriff 

Clevie Johnson Constable Precinct 2 

  

  

 

Public Attending Meeting 

 

 
Norma Narramore Gerry Evenwel Troy Sellers 

David Horton Steve Austin TCHC/CVSO Janice R. Chism 

Ray Holloway Leonard Rockwell Barbara Bruechner 

Rex McGee Chris Basham Lou Antonelli 

Carolyn Norman Joyce Simpson  

   

   

   

   

   

   

Invocation:  Judge Lee   

Pledge of Allegiance:  Judge Lee   
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1. Public comments and/or requests for information on non-agenda items in accordance 

with Section 551.042, Texas Open Meetings Act  (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see 

video) 

 

Steve Austin, Veterans Service Officer, gave an update on the In-Line Memorial 

donations.  Thus far, $800.00 has been turned in leaving a balance of $200.00 

needed for the monument. 

 

 

2. Consider and Possibly Approve Minutes from July 22, 2013 Special Meeting of the 

Commissioner Court.  (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video) 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Hockaday to 

approve minutes from July 22, 2013 Special Meeting of the Commissioners Court.   

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

3. Consider and Possibly Approve Recommendations from Chris Basham regarding 

Remodel of Annex, Ratliff Building and Riddle Street Building (Listen to audio track 1  

and/or see video) 

 

Chris Basham from Engage came before the court to present his recommendations for 

the remodeling of the Annex, Ratliff Building and Riddle Street Building.  At this time, 

he does not think that a new building will be needed as was discussed at a previous 

meeting.  Mr. Basham presented four (4) recommended alternatives which were 

discussed in length.  (See Attachment #01) 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Riddle 

to approve Floor Plan A and the Floor Plan to combining the Elections and Tax offices 

in the Ratliff Building.  Motion passed four to one with Commissioner Fields voting 

nay.   
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Mr. Basham then asked if he could get permission to start demolition in the existing 

vacant Witt buildings in order to determine a better cost analysis and budget for the 

renovation.   Motion was made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by 

Commission Hinton granting Chris Basham the authority to begin the process of finding 

local contractors in order to start the demolition process.   

 

 

4. Consider and Possibly Take Action on Use, Lease or Sale of Riddle Street Building 

(Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video)  

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Hinton 

to approve pursuing the lease option of the Riddle Street building with the understanding 

that no long term commitment could be made until decided on by the court.  Motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

5. Consider and Possibly Approve the Sale of the West One-Half Lot 1A, Block 41, 

Crawford Addition, City of Talco, that was previously Unsold at the September 2008 

Tax Sale (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video) 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Hockaday 

to approve the sale of the West One-Half Lot 1A, Block 41, Crawford Addition, City 

of Talco, that was previously unsold at the September, 2008 Tax Sale to the Rivercrest 

ISD for $3000.00.  Motion passed unanimously. (See Attachment #02) 
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6. Consider and Possibly Approve Authorizing Commissioner Fields to Provide 

Equipment and Labor to Make Road Repairs in Winfield Related to Damage Caused 

by Unloading of Trains Carrying Loop Related Materials (Listen to audio track 1 

and/or see video) 

 

Commissioner Fields informed the court that the County had a Mutual Aid Agreement 

with the City of Winfield to aid and assist.  This is land that was acquired by the City of 

Winfield a few years ago.   Blackland Railroad will pay for the cost of all material.  John 

Mark Cobern, County Attorney, sees no problem with providing equipment and labor to 

make these road repairs.   

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Fields and seconded by Commissioner Hockaday to 

approve authorizing Commissioner Fields to assist Winfield by providing equipment and 

labor in conjunction with Blackland Railroad for the cost of material to make road 

repairs related to damage caused by unloading of trains carrying loop related materials.  

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

7. Consider and Possibly Approve Titus County Hazard Mitigation Plan as Prepared by 

Don Shipp, Mitigation Planner with ATCOG (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video) 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hinton and seconded by Commission Hockaday to 

approve the Titus County Hazard Mitigation Plan as prepared by Don Shipp, Mitigation 

Planner with ATCOG and a Resolution between the County of Titus and the Cities of 

Mt Pleasant, Miller’s Cove, Talco and Winfield adopting and approving said Mitigation 

Action Plan and mutually appointing a Hazard Mitigation Coordinator.  Motion passed 

unanimously. (See Attachment #03) 

 

A CD rom can be found in the County Judge’s office referencing this Mitigation Plan. 
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8. Consider and Possibly Approve County Clerk’s Request for an Increase in the Archive 

Fee and the Records Management Fee from $5.00 to $10.00 per HB 1513, Section 

51.317 and Section 118.011 of the Local Government Code (Listen to audio track 1 

and/or see video) 

 

Dianne Norris, County Clerk, came before the court requesting the maximum $10 

increase in the Archive and Records Management Fee stating that the 83
rd

 Regular 

Legislative Session resulted in the passing of HB 1513 which allows the County Clerk to 

increase these fees in order to gets records preserved.  This is a one-time request which 

expires in six (6) years.  (See Attachment #04) 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Riddle and seconded by Commissioner Hockaday to 

approve County Clerk’s Request for an Increase in the Archive Fee and the Records 

Management Fee from $5.00 to $10.00 per HB 1513, Section 51.317 and Section 

118.011 of the Local Government Code.  Motion passed four to one with Judge Lee 

voting nay.   

 

 

9. Discuss County Policy Related to Per Diem Rates Adopted August 1, 2008 (Listen to 

audio track 1 and/or see video) 

 

Judge Lee opened the discussion by reading a copy of the Travel Policy regarding per 

diem which was passed during the July 28, 2008 Commissioners’ Court.  The per diem 

was set to $40.00/day for overnight travel and $20.00 per day for travel not requiring 

overnight stay effective as of August 1, 2008.  It was determined that the per diem rate 

for travel not requiring overnight stay was due to Clevie Johnson and Debra Abston 

which had previously been denied during Commissioners Court meetings on June 24, 

2013 and July 22, 2013.  No action was taken as this was just a discussion item. (See 

Attachment #05) 
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10.  Consider and Possibly Approve Moving Commissioners’ Court from Monday, 

September 9 to Friday, September 6 (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video) 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Fields and seconded by Commissioner Hockaday to 

approve moving Commissioners’ Court from Monday, September 9 to Friday, 

September 6 due to Judge Lee being out of town on September 9, 2013.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

11.   Consider and Possibly Approve Election Judges and Alternate for 2013/2014 Cycle 

(Listen to audio track a and/or see video) 

 

Elections Administrator, Leonard Rockwell, presented the list of Election Judges and 

Alternate for 2013/2014, (See Attachment #06)  

Motion made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Hinton to 

approve Election Judges and Alternate for 2013/2014 Cycle per attached.  Motion 

passed unanimously.  

 

12.   Consider and Possibly Approve Consolidation of Precincts for the November 5, 2013 

Election (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video) 

 

Mr. Rockwell presented the proposed consolidation of Precincts for the November 5, 

2013 Constitutional Amendment Election.  (See Attachment #07) 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Hinton 

to approve Consolidation of Precincts for the November 5, 2013 Election.  Motion 

passed unanimously 

Leonard Rockwell, Elections Administrator, informed the court of the new law requiring 

a photo Government issued ID and that information should match on the Voter’s 

Registration Card and Government issued ID.   

 

Links%202013-08-12-Regular/20130812_ATTACHMENT06.pdf
Links%202013-08-12-Regular/20130812_ATTACHMENT07.pdf


Page 8 of 9 
 

13.   Consider and Possibly Approve Travel and Seminars for Titus County Employees 

and Elected Officials (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video) 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Fields and seconded by Commissioner Hinton to 

approve travel and seminars for Titus County Employees and Elected Officials.  Motion 

passed unanimously. (See Attachment #08) 

 

14.  Approve Oral and Written Reports of County Officials (Listen to audio track 1 and/or 

see video) 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Fields to 

approve Oral and Written reports of County Officials.  Motion passed unanimously. (See 

Attachment #09) 

 

15.  Consider and Possibly Approve Treasurer’s Report (Listen to audio track 1 and/or 

see video) 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Fields to 

approve Treasurer’s Report.  Motion passed unanimously. (See Attachment #10) 

 

16.   Approve Budget Amendments (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video) 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Hockaday 

to approve Budget Amendments #30 and #31.  Motion passed unanimously. (See 

Attachment #11) 
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17. Sign Pay Orders and Approve Payments (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video) 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Fields to 

sign pay orders and approve payments.  Motion passed unanimously. (See Attachment 

#12) 

 

18.  Closing Comments by County Judge and Commissioners, if any  (Listen to audio 

track 1 and/or see video) 

 

Judge Lee thanked those in attendance for their patience on approving the remodeling of 

the Annex. 

 

 

19. ADJOURN (Listen to audio track 1 and/or see video) 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Hinton 

to adjourn. Motion passed unanimously. 
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