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COMMISSIONERS’ COURT 

SPECIAL MEETING 

March 25, 2013 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Titus County Commissioners’ Court met in a Special meeting on 

Monday, March 25, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. in the Titus County Courtroom, with the following members 

present: 

 

Judge Brian P. Lee County Judge 

Al Riddle Commissioner Precinct 1 

Mike Fields Commissioner Precinct 2 

Phillip Hinton Commissioner Precinct 3 

Thomas Hockaday Commissioner Precinct 4 

Sheryl Preddy County Treasurer 

Carl Johnson County Auditor 

Dianne Norris County Clerk 

Tim Ingram County Sheriff 

John Mark Cobern County Attorney 

 

 

Public Attending Meeting: 

 

Rex McGee Norma Narramore Reve Hockaday 

Judy Kent David Wall O M Adams 

Karon Adams Janice R. Chism Emily Aikman 

Joyce Simpson Lou Antonelli Leonard Rockwell 

Barbara Bruechner Eric Bruechner Sue Evenwell 

David Horton E. J. Kemp Brenda Kemp 

Troy Sellers Judy Lee Teresa Price 

   

   

   

   

   

Pledge of Allegiance led by:    Judge Lee 

Invocation by:    Judge Lee 
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1. Public Comments and/or Requests for Information on Non-Agenda Items in Accordance with 

Section 551-042, Texas Open Meetings Act  

 

David Wall had previously been before the Commissioners’ Court to present the plan for the 

Master Gardeners model garden project at the Titus County Jail.  This project failed so he now 

comes on behalf of the local Boy Scout Troops who wish to offer their services for a similar 

project but on a smaller scale and at no cost.  They would use the area around the jail for service 

projects, merit badge work and to provide vegetables for the needy as well as grow flowers, 

gourds and rare acorn trees.  The vegetables would go toward the Senior Citizens Meal a Day 

Center and Titus County Cares.  Mr. Wall asks that this be placed on the next agenda of the 

Commissioners’ Court for approval. (Listen to audio track 1, 00:01:41 and/or see Attachment #1) 

 

  

The court next recognized Barbara Bruechner who came stating that she had placed a Letter to 

the Editor in the paper over the weekend and wanted to add a few more statements to the letter 

and to be on record asking for an explanation of missing fuel logs, gallons of gasoline 

unaccounted for and the fuel meter not matching the logs from Commissioner Hockaday during 

the period 2006-2011.  

 

Carl Johnson, County Auditor, answered in that all fuel log reports had been turned in on time.  

The outside auditors have reviewed this and have found no problems.  His office is implementing 

a new form and hopes to be able to compare the reports and see if there are any discrepancies.  

He also stated that it was his office’s responsibility and has not been swept under the rug.  He 

will report something as soon as he has something to report.  He did go on to say that the logs 

were filled out by the drivers and they possibly may not always be accurate.  There was also a 

problem with the meter that read the gallons but has been since replaced.   (Listen to audio track 

1, 00:05:16 and/or see Attachment #2) 

 

 

 

2. Consider and Possibly Approve Minutes from February 25, 2013 Special Meeting of the 

Commissioner Court. (Tabled 3-11-13) (Listen to audio track 1, 00:08:01) 

 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Fields to approve 

minutes from February 25, 2013 Special Meeting of the Commissioners Court which was tabled 

from the 3-11-2013 Commissioners’ Court Meeting.   Motion passed unanimously. 
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3. Consider and Possibly Approve Minutes from March 11, 2013 Regular Meeting of the 

Commissioners’ Court (Listen to audio track 1, 00:08:28) 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Fields to approve 

minutes from March 11, 2013 Regular Meeting of the Commissioners’ Court.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

 

 

4. Status Report on Titus County Pass-Through Projects (Listen to audio track 1, 00:09:01 and/or 

see Attachment #3) 

 

 

Mr. Mark Heidaker from Pate Transportation was unable to be present today but Judge Lee gave 

a brief update as to the progress of the Titus County Pass-Through Project from an in depth 

report dated March 25, 2013 from Pate Transportation.  

 

Commissioner Fields stated that he had asked that a signal light be placed at the intersection of 

FM 2348 and Hwy 49, especially between the hours of 7:30 a.m.-9:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. – 5:30 

p.m., due to heavy congestion once James Construction starts their work on the last part of the 

loop project.  Commissioner Fields is waiting on an answer to determine if this was part of the 

original traffic control plan.   

 

 

 

5. Consider and Possibly Approve Change Order #08, a Credit of $1246.00, Related to the Loop 

Project (Listen to audio track 1, 00:19:51 and/or see Attachment #4) 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Mike Fields and seconded by Commissioner Phillip Hinton 

to approve Change Order #08, a Credit of $1246.00, related to the loop project.  Motion passed 

unanimously.    
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6. Consider and Possibly Approve Addition of Juvenile Probation Employees to County Health 

Insurance (Listen to audio tract 00:23:42 and/or see Attachment #5) 

 

 

Jill Tucker, Chief Juvenile Probation Officer, is requesting that the six (6) employees in their 

department be covered by the County’s Health insurance.  Titus County will be reimbursed the 

standard county premiums for employees and dependents associated with Juvenile Probation 

officers by the State of Texas.  There is an issue as to whether they are considered county or state 

employees.  Another issue is the county being self-insured as opposed to the insurance company 

paying the claims.  Ms. Tucker had asked John Mark Cobern, County Attorney, to look into this 

matter and get a legal opinion regarding benefits for Juvenile Probation Employees.  After 

researching the Texas Administrative Code, Title 37, Section 341.3(a), Mr. Cobern states that it 

appears that insurance may be a benefit that the county shall furnish to the Juvenile Probation 

Department.   

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Riddle and seconded by Commissioner Hockaday to table 

the approval of adding the Juvenile Probation Employees to County Health Insurance to allow 

further study to be done.  Motion passed unanimously.       

 

 

7. Consider and Possibly Approve Repairs to the Two Janitorial Closets at the Health and Human 

Services Building at 303 East 11
th

 Street    (Listen to audio track 1, 01:00:18 and/or see 

Attachment #6))  

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Riddle to 

approve Health and Human Services to pay for repairs to the two janitorial closets at the Health 

and Human Services Building at 303 East 11
th

 Street.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

8. Consider and Possibly Approve the Reappointment of Hudson Old to the Northeast Texas 

Regional Mobility Authority (NET RMA) for a Two Year Term  (Listen to audio track 1, 

01:01:43) 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Hinton to 

approve Reappointment of Hudson Old to the Northeast Texas Regional Mobility Authority 

(NET RMA) for a Two Year Term.  Motion passed unanimously.   
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9. Consider and Possibly Adopt a Policy Whereby Titus County Hiring Authorities are Required to 

Adequately Post all Newly Created or Vacant Positions so That All Interested and Qualified 

Applicants are Allowed to Respond to the Posting and/or Advertisement (Listen to audio track 1, 

01:02:17). 

 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Riddle and seconded by Commissioner Fields to develop a 

policy whereby Titus County hiring authorities are required to adequately post all newly created 

or vacant positions so that all interested and qualified applicants are allowed to respond to the 

posting and/or advertisement.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

 

10. Consider and Possibly Approve Advertising for the Position of County Business Manager as a 

Part Time Position vs. a Full Time Position  (Listen to audio track 1, 01:15:07)   

 

 

The current Business Manager, William White, will retire at the end of April, 2013.  The pros 

and cons of whether to replace the position of County Business Manager as a part time or full 

time position were discussed.   

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Fields to approve 

advertising for the position of County Business Manager as a full time position was made.  

Motion passed three to one with Commissioner Riddle voting nay and Judge Lee abstaining. 

 

  

 

11.  Consider and Possibly Approve the Purchase of a Webcam and the Necessary Equipment in 

Order to Put Commissioners’ Court Meetings on the County’s Website for the Public to View 

(Listen to audio  track 1, 01:40:42 and/or see Attachment #7) 

 

 

Commissioner Fields feels that the webcam would be a tool to educate people and let them 

understand and know what is going on in the County.   A tentative cost of $2100 was given from 

Shawn Bryan with Kaybro Technologies.  Carl Johnson, County Auditor, asked if the money 

could come from the Security money.  This would not be a live transmission but would be added 

to our website. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Fields and seconded by Commissioner Hinton to approve 

the purchase of a Webcam and the Necessary Equipment in order to put Commissioners’ Court 

meetings on the County’s website for the public to view.  Motion passed four to one with 

Commissioner Riddle voting nay. 
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12. Consider and Possibly Approve Travel and Seminars for Titus County Employees and Elected 

Officials (Listen to audio track 1, 01:47:34 and/or see Attachment #8 ) 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Fields and seconded by Commissioner Hinton to approve 

travel and seminars for Titus County Employees and Elected Officials.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

 

13.  Approve Oral and Written Reports of County Officials (Listen to audio track 1. 01.51:46 and/or 

see attachment #9) 

 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Hinton to approve 

oral and written reports of County Officials.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

14.  Consider and Possibly Approve Treasurer’s Report (Listen to audio track 1,  01.54:19 and/or see 

Attachment 10) 

 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Hinton and seconded by Judge Lee to approve Treasurer’s 

Report.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

15.  Approve Budget Amendments (Listen to audio track 1,  01.55:53) 

 

There were no budget amendments. 

 

16.  Sign Pay Orders and Approve Payments (Listen to audio tract 1, 01:55:58 and/or see 

Attachment #11 ) 

 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Hinton to sign and 

approve payments.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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17.  Closing Comments by County Judge and commissioners, if any (Listen to audio track 1, 

01:56:07) 

 

 

a.  Commissioner Riddle would like to see the annual budget placed on the County website 

as well as the monthly reports in order for the public to view. 

 

b.  Judge Lee expressed his appreciation for the open discussion that was held on several 

topics. 

 

c. Commissioner Hinton gave an updated report on the bridge on CR 3250.  They are 

putting up the wing walls now.  Completion date is approximately mid-summer. 

 

 

d.  Commissioner Hockaday gave a description of the office of the County Commissioner 

showing that they are in control of the buildings and all facilities.  He also stated that he 

had always turned in his fuel logs monthly and had never audited those, that he thought 

that the auditors did this.  He does not know what happened to those logs after they were 

turned in.   

 

Ms. Bruechner asked to speak again and stated that Commissioner Hockaday was the one who 

needed to answer on the fuel log issue and not the auditor’s department. 

 

ADJOURN   

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Fields and seconded by Commissioner Hinton to adjourn. 

Motion passed unanimously. (Listen to audio tract 1, 02:03:43) 


