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COMMISSIONERS’ COURT 

SPECIAL MEETING 

September 24, 2012 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Titus County Commissioners’ Court met in a regular meeting on 

Monday, September 24, 2012 at 9:00 a.m. in the Titus County Courtroom, with the following 

members present: 

 

Brian P. Lee County Judge 

Don Boggs Commissioner Precinct 1 

Mike Fields Commissioner Precinct 2 

Phillip Hinton Commissioner Precinct 3 

Thomas Hockaday Commissioner Precinct 4 

Dianne Norris County Clerk 

Sheryl Preddy County Treasurer 

Carl Johnson County Auditor 

Tim Ingram County Sheriff 

 

Public Attending Meeting: 

 
Carolyn Norman Al Riddle Sue Evenwell 

Barbara Bruechner Janice R Chism Norma Narramore 

Toni Melton Judy Lee April Ridgeway 

 

 

Pledge of Allegiance led by:  Judge Brian P Lee 

Invocation by:    Judge Brian P Lee 
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1. Pursuant to section 551.042, Texas Open Meeting Act, the Court is open to hear public 

comments and/or requests for information on non-agenda items.  (Listen to audio track 1, 

00:02:01 and/or see Attachment #1). 

 

a. Barbara Bruechner addresses the Court regarding Taxpayers concerns. 

b. Sheriff Ingram thanks the Court for the County Employee raises this year. 

 

2. Consider and possibly approve minutes from September 10, 2012 special meeting of the 

Commissioners’ Court.  (Listen to audio track 1, 00:10:00). 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Boggs and seconded by Commissioner Hockaday.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

3. Consider and possibly approve minutes from September 17, 2012 of the Commissioners’ 

Court Special Meeting.  (Listen to audio track 1, 00:10:18). 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Boggs and seconded by Commissioner Hinton.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

4. Consider and possibly approve minutes from September 18, 2012 of the Commissioners’ 

Court Special Meeting.  (Listen to audio track 1, 00:10:07). 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Hinton.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

a. Judge Lee comments on the proposals of the Licensed Benefits Consultants.  

Consideration was taken into all of the presentations given and the Court is 

unanimous in their decision to approve Capps Insurance to be our Licensed 

Employee Benefits Consultant on October 8, 2012 Commissioners’ Court. 
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5. Adopt the 2012 Tax Rate.  (Listen to audio track 1, 00:11:01 and/or see Attachment #2). 

a. Carl Johnson explains 0.1305 for the INS rate, 0.2694 for the Maintenance and 

Operations rate; total rate of 0.3999.  Last year’s rate was 0.3872 but the actual 

monies collected will be less this year than last year because of the Luminant 

settlement.  The effective Tax Rate is 0.4384 which will allow us to raise 

approximately 3 cents and each penny is roughly $230,000.00. 

 

b. Commissioner Boggs clarifies that is $690,000.00 less revenue this year than last 

year. 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Hinton.  Motion 

carried unanimously (5 to 0):  Commissioner Hockaday, Commissioner Hinton, Judge Brian 

Lee, Commissioner Fields, and Commissioner Boggs voting in favor to adopt the 2012. 

 

6. Adopt the 2012-2013 Budget.  (Listen to track 1, 00:17:10) 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Hinton.  Motion 

passed (4 to 1):  Commissioner Hockaday, Judge Brian Lee, Commissioner Fields, and 

Commissioner Boggs voting in favor to adopt the 2012, and Commissioner Hinton voting 

against. 

 

7. Status report on Titus County Pass-Through Projects.  (Listen to track 1, 00:17:36) 

 

a. Judge Lee explains that there is no status report on the Pass-Through Project, there 

was a report last week.  Therefore, we will wait until the next meeting for another 

update. 

 

8. Consider and possibly approve 2012 tax year resolution for exemptions and discounts.  

(Listen to track 1, 00:17:46 and/or see Attachment #3).  

 

Motion made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Boggs.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 
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9. Consider and possibly approve resolution to sell at auction five tracts of delinquent tax 

property as recommended by Tim Taylor.  (Listen to track 1, 00:20:52 and/or see 

Attachment #4) 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Fields and seconded by Commissioner Hockaday.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

10. Consider and possibly approve resolution for date and time of delinquent tax property sale 

to be October 20, 2012 at 10:00 am at the Hideout Restaurant, 2425 East Ferguson Road, 

Mt. Pleasant, TX (formerly Western Sizzlin Steakhouse).  (Listen to track 1, 00:22:12 

and/or see Attachment #5) 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Fields.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

11. Consider and possibly take action on unused revolving loan fund monies in the amount of 

$135,285.71.  (Listen to track 1, 00:23:03) 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Fields to table this item and seconded by Commissioner 

Hockaday.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

12. Consider and possibly approve policy for handling of any Title VI External Complaints 

(TxDOT).  (Listen to track 1, 00:32:37) 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Boggs to designate Brian Lee as Title VI coordinator, and 

seconded by Commissioner Hinton.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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13. Presentation by TxDOT related to the widening of FM 1402 (Harts Bluff Road).  (Listen to 

track 2, 00:00:01) 

 

 

14. Consider and possibly approve increasing the County’s Commercial Insurance Deductible 

Limits.  (Listen to track 1, 00:35:38) 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Hockaday to renew coverage with current deductibles and 

seconded by Commissioner Fields.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

15. Consider and possibly approve waving the entry fee to the Monticello County Park during 

the 4
th

 Annual Titus County Twin Lakes jam Fest October 12-19, 2012.  (Listen to track 1, 

00:40:06) 

 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Fields and seconded by Commissioner Hockaday.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

16. Consider and possibly approve travel and seminars for the Titus County Employees and 

Elected Officials.  (Listen to track 1, 00:41:59 and/or see Attachment #6) 

a. Sheriff’s Office to send Brent Smith to Lieutenant (CID)/Evidence Technician 

training in San Antonio, TX on 10/23/2012-10/26/2012 at a cost of $921.00; 

b. Sheriff’s Office to send Sheila Moon  to training in Austin, TX on 10/24/2012-

10/26/2012 at a cost of $593.00; 

c. Dianne Norris for reimbursement of training in Dallas, TX on 9/12/2012 in the 

amount of $136.41 for mileage; 

d. Paula Dyke to attend the FY_13 Justice of the Peace training in Rockwall, TX on 

11/12/2012-11/15/2012 at a cost of $100.00 for registration and overhead 

assessment. 

Motion made by Commissioner Fields and seconded by Commissioner Hinton.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 
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17. Approve Oral and Written reports of the County Officials.  (Listen to track 1, 00:45:21 

and/or see Attachment #7) 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Hockaday.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

18. Consider and possibly approve Treasurer’s Report.  (Listen to track 1, 00:47:11 and/or see 

Attachment #8) 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Boggs and seconded by Commissioner Fields.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

19. Approve Budget Amendments.  (Listen to track 1, 00:48:13 and/or see Attachment #9) 

 

a. Budget Amendment #21 adjustment on the Loop Project; 

b. Budget Amendment #22 County Clerk’s Records Management Fund; 

c. Budget Amendment #23 Precinct 2 Budget. 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Boggs and seconded by Commissioner Hinton.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

20. Sign and pay orders and approve payments.  (Listen to track 1, 00:50:35) 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Fields.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 
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21. Closing comments by County Judge and Commissioners, if any.  (Listen to track 1, 

00:51:00 and/or see Attachment #10) 

a. Carl Johnson addresses the budget as to Barbara Bruechner comments regarding the 

balance of the budget. 

b. Commissioner Fields presents a copy of salaries of all elected officials to review 

Adjourn.  (Listen to track 2, 00:15:24) 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Fields.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 


