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COMMISSIONERS' COURT  
REGULAR MEETING  
MARCH 14, 2011  

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE TITUS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS' COURT MET IN A REGULAR 

MEETING ON MONDAY, MARCH 14, 2011 AT 9:00 AM. IN THE TITUS COUNTY COURTROOM, WITH THE 

FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT.  

ELECTED OFFICIALS  

BRIAN P. LEE      COUNTY JUDGE 
DON BOGGS       COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 1  
MIKE FIELDS       COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 2  
PHILLIP HINTON      COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 3  
THOMAS HOCKADAY     COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 4  
DIANNE NORRIS     COUNTY CLERK  
SHERYL PREDDY     COUNTY TREASURER 
CARL JOHNSON     COUNTY AUDITOR 

 
 

PUBLIC ATTENDING MEETING  

JUSTIN RILEY    CAROLYN NORMAN   BARBARA BRUECHNER 
ERIN BOREN    JERRY CLARK   CHIEF LARRY MCRAE 
BRENT SMITH    KENNY ROLLINS   KERRY WOOTTEN 
O.C. HILL    STEVE AUSTIN   NORMA NARRAMORE 
JAKE NARRAMORE   MIKE AHRENS   KRIS FRAZIER 
 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE LED BY: JUDGE BRIAN P. LEE 
INVOCATION:    JUDGE BRIAN P. LEE 
 

1) IN THE MATTER OF PUBLIC COMMENTS AND/OR REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION ON NON-
AGENDA ITEMS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 551-042, TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT.  (LISTEN 
TO AUDIO TRACK 1, 00:01:20 HOURS) 

A. MR. HILL ADDRESSES THE COMMISSIONERS’ COURT REGARDING EMERSON CEMETERY, HE 
CLARIFIES THAT IT IS NOT NAMED REDFEARN CEMETERY.  MR. HILL STATES THAT WHEN 
TXU WAS MANAGING EMERSON CEMETERY HE WOULD HAVE EASY AND REGULAR ACCESS.  
SINCE LUMINANT OWNS IT, THERE HAS BEEN DIFFICULTY ACCESSING THE CEMETERY.  IT IS 
REQUESTED THAT THERE BE A DESIGNATED AREA TO ACCESS THIS CEMETERY.  
COMMISSIONER FIELDS ASSURES MR. HILL THAT THIS MATTER WILL BE RESOLVED.  

B. STEVE AUSTIN ADDRESSES THE COMMISSIONERS’ COURT REGARDING MAINTAINING THE 
FLAG CODE.  THERE IS A PRESIDENTIAL ORDER FOR HALF MAST FOR ARMY CPL. FRANK W. 
BUCKLEY, LAST SURVIVOR OF WWI ON MARCH 15, 2011. 

MARK OF DEDICATION FOR WAR SERVICE ON MARCH 19, 2011 HELD AT SPRING HILL 
BAPTIST CHURCH ON BEHALF OF MEN WHO SERVED IN THE CONFEDERATE ARMY. 

C. DIANNE NORRIS ADDRESSES THE COMMISSIONERS’ COURT TO THANK THEM FOR THE NEW 
SAFE AND TO MAKE RECORD THAT THE OLD SAFE WAS MOVED FROM THE COUNTY 
CLERK’S OFFICE TO THE TREASURER’S OFFICE. 



 

2) IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERING AND POSSIBLY APPROVING MINUTES FROM FEBRUARY 28, 
2011 SPECIAL MEETING AND MARCH 3, 2011 SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COMMISSIONER’S 
COURT.  (LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 1, 00:12:33 HOURS) 

MOTION MADE BY COMMISSIONER BOGGS AND SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HINTON.  
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  (LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 1, 00:13:05 HOURS) 

3) IN THE MATTER OF AN UPDATE FROM JENNIE TARABORELLI REGARDING THE LOOP.  (LISTEN 
TO AUDIO TRACK 1, 00:13:14 HOURS). 

A. MS. TARABORELLI STATES THAT OVER THE PAST MONTH ENVIRONMENT COORDINATION 
ON THE 2348 PROJECT ARCHEOLOGY REPORT IS COMING TO AN END.  SOME ASBESTOS 
TESTING HAD BEEN DONE ON THE 2348 PROJECT, TWO STRUCTURES SHOWED POSITIVE 
AND THE ABATEMENT TEAM IS ON THE GROUND TODAY WHICH SHOULD BE FINISHED 
WITHIN TEN DAYS.  THIS WILL CLEAR ANY HINDRANCE FOR THE CLEARING AND GRUBBING 
STAGE.  

B. RIGHT OF WAY ACQUISITION:  APPRAISAL TEAM STARTED THEIR WORK ON THE FM 1000 
PROJECT.  TxDOT REQUESTED FURTHER INFORMATION FROM THE SURVEYOR WHO 
COMPLETED THE RIGHT OF WAY MAP; ALL REQUESTED INFORMATION HAS BEEN SENT TO 
TxDOT FOR REVIEW AND HOPING THEY WILL RELEASE THE RIGHT OF WAY MAPS WITHIN 
THE NEXT WEEK.   

C. THE 271 DESIGN PACKAGE IS STILL IN REVIEW.  COMMUNICATIONS WITH ATLANTA DISTRICT 
ARE ONGOING AND THEIR COMMENTS SHOULD BE AVAILABLE NEXT WEEK AND FINALIZED 
AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. 

D. THE 271 UTILITY RELOCATION IS ON SCHEDULE FOR THE ROADWAY CONSTRUCTION. 

E. THE 2348 CLEARING AND GRUBBING CONTRACTS ARE BEING PUBLISHED ELECTRONICALLY. 

1. IN PROCESS OF CONDUCTING MIGRATORY BIRD SURVEYS BEFORE ADVANCEMENT SO 
NOT TO DISTURB ANY NESTING OF MIGRATORY BIRDS. 

2. STAKING THE 2348 RIGHT OF WAY THIS WEEK FOR THE CLEARING AND GRUBBING. WE 
ARE CONTACTING THE PROPERTY OWNERS (VIA LETTERS) TO HAVE THEM MOVE 
FENCES AND LIVESTOCK.  THE CONTRACTORS CAN NOT MOVE FORWARD IF PROPERTY 
OWNERS DO NOT MOVE FENCES OR SECURE LIVESTOCK. 

3. A SERIES OF MEETINGS HAVE BEEN CONDUCTED WITH VARIOUS OWNERS TO DISCUSS 
ACCESS ISSUES, IMPACT OF CONSTRUCTION ON PROPERTY, RIGHT OF WAY STAKING. 

F. CRITICAL PATH IS PLAN SET BY TxDOT ON 271; 2348 RECOMMENDATIONS ON MARCH 24, 
2011; AND RIGHT OF WAY ACQUISITION ON FM 1000. (LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 1, 00:33:08 
HOURS) 



 

4)  IN THE MATTER OF AN UPDATE ON TITUS COUNTY VFD FROM CHIEF JERRY CLARK, SUGAR 
HILL VFD.  (LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 1, 00:33:57 HOURS)  

A. CHIEF JERRY CLARK PRESENTS INFORMATION REGARDING TITUS COUNTY VOLUNTEERS 
FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

B. THE MAJOR CONCERN OF COMMISSIONER BOGGS FROM THE AUGUST 2010 MEETING IS IF 
THERE SOME TYPE OF AGENCY THAT CAN COME IN AND GIVE AN ANALYSIS ON OUR 
EQUIPMENT.  AFTER SPEAKING WITH THE TEXAS CORPS SERVICE AND THEY SAID THAT IS 
NOT AN ISSUE THEY COULD WORK FOR US.  THEREFORE WE HAVE ENCLOSED OUR 
MISSION STATEMENT, CURRENT EQUIPMENT INVENTORY, THE ISO REQUIREMENTS, THE 
FIVE MILE MAP, AND THE NFPA 1720. 

C. CONCERN #2:  WHY ARE SO MANY TANKERS NEEDED IN THE COUNTY?  THE FIRST ITEM IS 
WATER SHUTTLE, WE HAVE ONE OR TWO VALID RE-SUPPLY POINTS IN EACH FIRE DISTRICT, 
TANKERS ARE THEREFORE BECOMING A NECESSITY.  THE SECOND ITEM CONCERNING 
THIS IS THE ISO READING.  IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE THE PUBLIC PROTECTION 
CLASSIFICATION (PPC) OF 8 OR LOWER IN A CITY, A TESTING VFD MUST HAVE ADEQUATE 
FIRE HYDRANTS THROUGHOUT THE DISTRICT.  TITUS COUNTY IS A RURAL DISTRICT, SO WE 
HAVE TO BE ABLE TO TEST THE HAULED WATER TEST.  THE TESTING FIRE DEPARTMENT 
MUST BE ABLE TO PUMP 250 GALLONS OF WATER PER MINUTE FOR FIVE MINUTES.  THIS 
MEANS THERE NEEDS TO BE AN ENGINE AND A TANKER; THEY HAVE TO CONTINUE THE 250 
GALLONS PER MINUTE FOR 2 HOURS.   

D. CONCERN #3:  WHY ARE SO MANY FIREFIGHTERS NEEDED AT A COUNTY STRUCTURE?  
NFPA 1720 REQUIRES A MINIMUM OF 14 PERSONNEL ON A SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING OF 
2000 SQUARE FEET INSIDE THE CITY; A COUNTY SETTING WOULD REQUIRE MORE.   

(LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 1, 00:44:15 HOURS AND/OR SEE ATTACHMENT 1) 

5) IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERING AND POSSIBLY APPROVING AMENDMENT OF 
COMMISSIONERS’ COURT PRIOR ORDER OF FEBRUARY 22, 2010, RELATING TO THE 
TEMPORARY CLOSURE, ABANDONMENT AND VACATION OF A SEGMENT OF TITUS COUNTY 
ROAD 2500.  (LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 1, 00:44:20 HOURS) 

MOTION MADE BY COMMISSIONER FIELDS AND SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER BOGGS. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. (LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 1, 00:48:40 HOURS AND/OR SEE 
ATTACHMENT 2) 



6) IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERING AND POSSIBLY APPROVING RESOLUTION PRESENTED BY 
BRENT SMITH WITH THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE.  (LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 1, 00:31:12 HOURS) 

A. THE SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT HAS FOUND A NON-MATCHING GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$65,684.00 FOR TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENT FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT. 

B. JUDGE LEE WILL BE THE AUTHORIZING OFFICIAL. 

MOTION MADE BY COMMISSIONER BOGGS AND SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER FIELDS. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. (LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 1, 00:53:25 HOURS AND/OR SEE 
ATTACHMENT 3) 

7) IN THE MATTER OF A PRESENTATION ON EXTENSION COST RECOVERY FOR EDUCATION 
PROGRAM BY KENNY ROLLINS, COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT.  (LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 1, 
00:33:27 HOURS) 

A. KENNY ROLLINS EXPLAINS THAT TEXAS A&M STARTED A PARTIAL COST RECOVERY FEE 
BASED PROGRAM.  WHEN IT IS A PUBLIC MEETING WE ARE ASKED TO CHARGE A FEE.  
YOUTH PROGRAMS ARE INCLUDED IN THIS PROGRAM, A CHARGE CALLED A PARTICIPATION 
FEE FOR THE CHILDREN. 

(LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 1, 00:01:02 HOURS) 

8) IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERING AND POSSIBLY APPROVING RESOLUTION IN FAVOR OF HJR 
56, THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT BY REP. BURT SOLOMONS THAT WOULD PROHIBIT 
FUTURE UNFUNDED MANDATES FROM THE STATE TO COUNTIES AND CITIES.  (LISTEN TO 
AUDIO TRACK 2, 00:01:03 HOURS)  

A. .JUDGE LEE STATES THAT THIS IS HIS PERSONAL REQUEST AND WOULD LIKE TO 
PARTICIPATE WITH THE OTHER 256 COUNTIES PRODUCING A RESOLUTION. 

WE ARE ASKING THE STATE TO STOP SENDING UNFUNDED MANDATES TO US. 

MOTION MADE BY COMMISSIONER HOCKADAY TO APPROVE THIS RESOLUTION AND 
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HINTON. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. (LISTEN TO 
AUDIO TRACK 2, 00:40:54 HOURS AND/OR SEE ATTACHMENT 4) 

9) IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERING AND POSSIBLY APPROVING PAYMENT OF AMBULANCE 
TRANSPORT FEES TO TITUS REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER.  (LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 2, 00:41:47 
HOURS) 

A. .WE DO NOT YET HAVE THE INFORMATION NECESSARY TO MOVE FORWARD ON THIS.  
JUDGE LEE REQUESTS THAT WE TABLE THIS MATTER. 

MOTION MADE BY COMMISSIONER FIELDS TO TABLE THIS MATTER AND SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER HINTON.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 1, 
00:59.00) 



 

10) IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERING AND POSSIBLY APPROVING RECOMMENDATIONS FROM IT 
COMMITTEE AND JUSTIN RILEY, KAYBRO TECHNOLOGIES.  (LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 1, 00:04:30) 

A. KRIS FRAZIER AND JUSTIN RILEY, KAYBRO, PRESENTS RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE IT 
COMMITTEE, AS FOLLOWS: 

1.  PURCHASE OF 110 VIRUS PROTECTION LICENSES,  

2. 3 UPS BACK UP POWER SUPPLIES FOR THE SERVER, AND 

3. THREE BACK-UP COMPUTERS. 

MOTION MADE BY COMMISSIONER BOGGS TO APPROVE EACH OF THESE THREE REQUESTS 
AND SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HINTON.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  (LISTEN TO 
AUDIO TRACK 2, 00:16:12) 

11) IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERING AND POSSIBLY APPROVING PAUPERS FUNERAL FOR DONNIE 
MAYE BROWN.  (LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 2, 00:17:07 HOURS) 

MOTION MADE BY COMMISSIONER HINTON AND SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER FIELDS.  
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 2. 00:17:45 AND/OR SEE 
ATTACHMENT #5). 

12) IN THE MATTER OF COMMISSIONER HOCKADAY, PRECINCT 4 WILL PUT A 1995 INTERNATIONAL 
DUMP TRUCK FOR SALE ON AUCTIONEEREXPRESS.COM. 

MOTION MADE BY COMMISSIONER HOCKADAY AND SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HINTON.  
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 2. 00:18:40). 

13) IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERING AND POSSIBLY APPROVING TRAVEL AND SEMINARS FOR 
TITUS COUNTY EMPLOYEES AND ELECTED OFFICIALS. 

MOTION MADE BY COMMISSIONER FIELDS AND SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HINTON.  
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 2. 00:22:17 AND/OR SEE 
ATTACHMENT #6). 

14) IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERING AND POSSIBLY APPROVING ORAL AND WRITTEN REPORTS 
OF COUNTY OFFICIALS.  (LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 2. 00:22:23). 

MOTION MADE BY COMMISSIONER BOGGS AND SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HINTON.  
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 2. 00:24:01 AND/OR SEE 
ATTACHMENT #7). 

15) IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERING AND POSSIBLY APPROVING THE TREASURER’S REPORT. .  
(LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 2. 00:24:20).  

MOTION MADE BY COMMISSIONER HINTON AND SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER FIELDS.  
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 2. 00:25:11 AND/OR SEE 
ATTACHMENT #8). 

 



16) IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING BUDGET AMENDMENTS. (LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 2. 00:25:18). 

NO BUDGET AMENDMENTS WERE PRESENTED DURING THIS COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING.  
(LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 2.  00:25:21) 

17) IN THE MATTER OF SIGNING PAY ORDER AND APPROVING PAYMENTS.  (LISTEN TO AUDIO 
TRACK 2. 00:25:28). 

MOTION MADE BY COMMISSIONER BOGGS AND SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HINTON.  
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 2. 00:25:43). 

18) CLOSING COMMENTS BY COUNTY JUDGE AND COMMISSIONERS, IF ANY. 

A. COMMISSIONER FIELDS:  APRIL 4, 2011 IS THE START OF “CLEAN UP WEEK” FOR THE CITY 
OF MT. PLEASANT.  THE LANDFILL WILL BE OPEN ON APRIL 9, 2011 AND ALLOWING 
UNLIMITED TRIPS. (LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 2. 00:25:46). 

B. COMMISSIONER BOGGS:  EXPRESSES CONCERNS REGARDING THE ESTABLISHMENT 
AGRICULTURAL BOARD TO EVALUATE AGRICULTURAL EXEMPTIONS ON PROPERTY IN THE 
COUNTY.  MY CONCERN IS THAT WHEN THEY GO THROUGH THIS PROCESS, WHICH IS 
MANDATED BY THE STATE, THAT THEY BE VERY SENSITIVE TO THE CONCERNS OF THE 
PEOPLE THAT ENJOY THEIR LIFE OUT IN THE COUNTRY AND MAKE THE CRITERIA TO 
QUALIFY FOR AN AGRICULTURAL EXEMPTION ON YOUR RURAL PROPERTY ACHIEVABLE BY 
MOST RESIDENTS THAT ENJOY THAT LIFESTYLE.   

JUDGE LEE TELLS THE COURT THAT TITUS COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT IS HAVING A 
SEMINAR AT 6:00 P.M. ON MARCH 15, 2011 TO DISCUSS THE CRITERIA FOR AGRICULTURAL 
EXEMPTIONS.  (LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 2. 00:31:51). 

19) IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT. (LISTEN TO AUDIO TRACK 2, 00:35:23 HOURS). 

MOTION MADE BY COMMISSIONER HOCKADAY AND SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

HINTON TO ADJOURN. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  (LISTEN TO TRACK 2, 

00:35:30) 



STATE OF TEXAS  
COUNTY OF TITUS  

 

The above and foregoing is a true and complete Transcription of my notes taken in my 
capacity as County Clerk of the Commissioners Court of Titus County, Texas, on the 
_____ day of __________________, 2011 at the time and place heretofore set forth.  
 
Attested to this _____ day of _________________, 2011. 
 
 
       
DIANNE NORRIS, Titus County Clerk 


