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COMMISSIONERS’ COURT OF TITUS COUNTY, TEXAS 
REGULAR MEETING 
December 13, 2010 

 

PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND PUBLIC ATTENDING: 
 

Sam W. Russell, County Judge    Don Boggs, Commissioner Pct 1  
Mike Fields, Commissioner Precinct 2   Phillip Hinton, Commissioner Pct 3  
Thomas Hockaday, Commissioner Precinct 4  Teresa Price, County Clerk 
Carl Johnson, Auditor     John Mark Cobern, Attorney 
Debby Rhea, County Treasurer    Brad Fosdick, Captain 
Joyce Simpson, Asst to County Judge   Steve Austin, Veterans’ Service Officer 
Norma Narramore     Jake Narramore     
Mike Ahrens      Sheryl Preddy 
Brian Lee      Faustine Curry 
Mac Cobb      Pam Flippen 
Lou Antonelli      Hudson Old  
 

Judge Sam W. Russell called the Regular Meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. on December 13, 2010 
noting that for the record, notices have been posted for the appropriate amount of time prior 
to the convening of this meeting according to government regulations. 
 
Judge Sam W. Russell led the Commissioners’ Court in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Commissioner 
Mike Fields gave the invocation.   
 
1.  Public Comments and/or Requests for Information on Non-agenda Items in accordance 

with Section 551.042, Texas Opens Meetings Act 
Steve Austin, Veterans’ Service Officer (VSO), came before the court to present a request to 
approve a new program to recognize and support local eligible veterans and participating 
businesses.  This program would provide eligible veterans with a verifiable identification card to 
identify themselves to local businesses that may offer discounts and special rates to veterans 
and not have to carry around their DD214.  There are six (6) different branches of services that 
this would cover.  An ID number would be given to each card.  Any time a card needs to be 
reissued, they will be given a new number and that card destroyed. The County Clerk’s stamp 
would be used until such time that the VSO gets a stamp.  The project would be kept at a 
minimum cost. 
 
Mr. Austin explained that an “eligible veteran” is an individual who has completed their military 
obligation or service, and who: 

 Does not have a VA or military identification card of any type 

 Discharge status other than dishonorable served in the armed forces of the United 
States 

 State or National Guard 

 Reserves 

 Merchant Marine – as part of the National Defense 
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To apply, a veteran must bring his DD214 or equivalent to the County Clerk’s office at which 
time this document will be registered by the County Clerk.  Their office will give the Veteran 
applicant a contact information form application.  Franklin County veterans will bring a copy of 
their filed document to the VSO.  At this time, veterans residing in other counties will not be 
issued cards.  The VSO will review, affix seal, sign and issue all cards.  All discharge types other 
than “Honorable” will be reviewed by the VSO.  Under no circumstances will a card be issued 
under dishonorable discharge conditions.  There will be no fee or charge for this service.  At 
some time in the future, a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between other counties 
might be considered. 
 
Lowe’s, Home Depot and Tractor Supply already offer veteran discounts.  Mr. Austin has been 
in touch with Ms. Faustine Curry at the Chamber of Commerce and they are very supportive of 
this program.  He has also spoken with the County Attorney and Auditor’s office and they do 
not foresee any problems at this time.  The initial cost to issue the cards would be $70 for Titus 
County and $50 for Franklin County.   
 
Judge Russell asked that we get some type of form from each branch of service that it is okay to 
use their seal to issue these cards.  He stated that it is against the law to use a State of Texas 
seal.  He then asked if Veterans were required to file their DD214’s with the County Clerk’s 
office and was answered that they are not required to do this.  Judge Russell then wanted to 
know if this is viewable to the public.  Ms. Price stated that it was but that all SSN’s were 
redacted.   
 
Commissioner Boggs asked if there were any other agencies that were doing this.  Mr. Austin 
stated that there were only two (2) that assisted. 
 
Commissioner Hockaday asked if veterans were not issued a card then they were discharged 
showing their dates of service.  He then asked if there would be any liability to Titus County.  
Titus County Auditor, Carl Johnson, said that Titus County might want to add a statement on 
the back of the card to contact their local Veteran Service Officer and might want to add a 
picture id.  Commissioner Hockaday said he agreed with Judge Russell regarding checking with 
government agencies before using their seals.  A disclaimer might want to be added releasing 
Titus County from any liability.  
 
Mr. Cobern said that when he was contacted by Mr. Austin, that he basically advised him to 
check with the Veteran Office in charge of his office.  He said there were several that would fall 
in the category that do not receive ID cards when discharged or if they serve in the reserves. 
 
2.  Presentation on Titus County Pass-Through Program 
Jenny Taraborellio was unable to be here due to illness.  She asked to be put on the next 
Commissioners’ Court meeting. 
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3. Consider and Possibly approve minutes for November 8, 2010 Regular Meeting; 
November 12, 2010 Special Meeting and November 22, 2010 Special Meeting 

Motion was made by Commissioner Boggs and seconded by Commissioner Hinton to approve 
minutes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
4. Consider and Possibly Approve Renewal of Lease Agreement between Titus County and 

Texas Health and Human Services Commission for the period of November 26, 2011 
through November 25, 2012 for the rental of property located on 303 E. 11th Street, Mt 
Pleasant, Texas 

Pam Flippen from the Department of Human Services was here to present the lease agreement 
between Titus County and Texas Health and Human Services Commission to the court.  She said 
they had been at the present location at 303 E. 11th since the 70’s.  During this time, they have 
maintained and done the upkeep on the building.  The only thing that was added to the lease 
agreement was regarding approval to add parking lot work that needed to be done.  There are 
several state agencies that work inside this building with a total of 33 staff.  The dates on the 
lease were also changed to cover the five year period beginning November 26, 2011 and ending 
November 25, 2016. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Mike Fields and seconded by Commissioner Thomas 
Hockaday to approve the renewal of lease agreement between Titus County and Texas Health 
and Human Services Commissioner for the period of November 26, 2011 through November 25, 
2016 for the rental of property located on 303 E. 11th Street, Mt Pleasant, Texas.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
5. Consider and Possibly Approve Pauper’s Funeral for Michael Anthony Ferrell 
Motion was made by Commissioner Thomas Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Phillip 
Hinton to approve pauper’s funeral for Michael Anthony Ferrell.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
6. Consider and Possible Approve Placement of Plaque Honoring Viet Nam Veterans on 1st 

Floor of the Titus County Courthouse 
Commissioner Hockaday presented a patch that Danny Clark had made and wanted approval to 
have it framed and placed on the 1st floor of the courthouse in honor of Viet Nam Veterans.  A 
suggestion was made to maybe place it in the display case on the 1st floor.  Steve Austin 
questioned the use of the seals and stated also that the Historical Society used the display case 
but did not see any problem when they did not have anything displayed.  Commissioner 
Hockaday stated that it should be a permanent display and to just place it on the wall.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Thomas Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Don 
Boggs to approve placement of plaque honoring Viet Nam Veterans on the 1st floor of the Titus 
County Courthouse.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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7. Consider and Possibly Approve action on Order Authorizing the County Attorney to 
undertake such legal steps and proceedings as may be required to remove an obstruction 
of CR 1350, to wit, fencing placed in County ROW in a manner that interferes with County 
maintenance of the road, and to further order the removal of such obstruction, pursuant 
to Article 251.016, Texas Transportation Code and Article 42.03, Texas Penal Code. 

Commissioner Boggs stated that this was in his precinct on CR 1350.  In November, he was 
made aware that the owner had put up a new fence 4-5 feet closer to the road than the old 
fence was.  Commissioner Boggs told the owner that he could not place a fence there and the 
owner stated that he had other advice and continued to complete the placement of the fence.  
The fence is now in the county right of way causing an obstruction and hazard to the traveling 
public and unless removed, serves to damage the public interest by preventing maintenance of 
this road.  Commissioner Boggs then contacted the County Attorney, John Cobern, and steps 
have been taken to remedy this situation.  Mr. Cobern referred to Attorney General Opinions 
No. 06-93 and 07-03 which supports this issue.  An order is needed from the Commissioners’ 
Court in order to send a demand letter to the property owner giving him 30 days to remove the 
fence and put it in its’ proper place.   
 
Judge Russell asked how we could ask a property owner to do this when the property deed’s 
legal description goes to the center of the County Road.  Commissioner Boggs said that in 2004, 
Titus County classified the county roads Class 3 according to Chapter 258 of the Transportation 
Code.  This gave Titus County 16 feet right of way.  Allison & Bass was hired to complete this 
process. 
 
Commissioner Fields stated that you could go to the Appraisal office and have them take off 
taxes from the center of the road to the right of way.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Don Boggs and seconded by Commissioner Thomas 
Hockaday to give the County Attorney the authority to begin legal steps and proceedings as 
necessary to remove an obstruction of CR 1350, to wit, fencing placed in County ROW in a 
manner that interferes with County maintenance of the road, and to further order the removal 
of such obstruction, pursuant to Article 251.016, Texas Transportation Code and Article 42.03, 
Texas Penal Code.  Motion carried.  Let the record show that Judge Russell voted no. 
 
8. Consider and Possibly Approve Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) regarding the 

Adoption of the Texas Department of Transportation’s Federally approved Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprise Program by Titus County 

Motion was made by Commissioner Mike Fields and seconded by Commissioner Thomas 
Hockaday to approve Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) regarding the Adoption of the 
Texas Department of Transportation’s federally approved Disadvantaged Business Enterprise 
Program by Titus County.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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9. Consider and Possibly Approve Interlocal Agreement between Texas Department of 
Transportation and Titus County & Resolution #04-10 Interlocal Agreement for Inspection 
& Testing Services 

Commissioner Boggs referred to the cover page of the agreement, “Does this contract involve 
the construction, improvement, or repair of a building or road?”  This was marked no.  He asked 
if this was not a part of the Pass-Through project.  Judge Russell answered in that it deals with 
the inspection and testing of the project, not the construction.  Commissioner Hockaday said it 
would be testing all of the concrete.  Commissioner Boggs answered in that it was ancillary to 
building the road and wasn’t sure if this was a mistake or they weren’t sure.  Also, under the 
question, “Is the other party to this contract a county?” is marked no.  Judge Russell also had a 
question on the contract maximum amount payable being $120,000 and felt that he should call 
TxDOT with these questions.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Phillip Hinton and seconded by Commission Boggs to table 
this item.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
10. Consider and Possibly Approve Authorization of Advertising of a Contract for:  Clearing of 

Right of Way, Grubbing and Removal of Structures for FM 2348 Pass-through Program 
Motion was made by Commissioner Thomas Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Mike 
Fields to approve authorization of advertising of a contract for:  Clearing of Right of Way, 
Grubbing and Removal of Structures for FM 2348 Pass-through Program.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
11. Consider and Possibly Approve bid for the purchase of 5 acres, R. W. Nabors Survey, A-

407, Hwy 271 South, Titus County, Texas 
Commissioner Boggs stated that he had discussed both item #11 and Item #12 with Tim Taylor 
and was told that both tracts were potentially worth more than what was being offered.  Mr. 
Taylor did not feel comfortable in recommending that we accept the bids since they were so 
low.  Commissioner Boggs felt that we should table both items until we could visit them one on 
one. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Don Boggs and seconded by Commissioner Mike Fields to 
table item 11 and 12.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
12. Consider and Possibly Approve bid for the purchase of 1 acre, D. R. Hightower Survey, A-

276, CR 3150, Titus County, Texas 
See item 11 
 
13. Consider and Possibly approve renewal of medical insurance 
Gail Norris from HealthFirst recommended that the county go with American Fidelity which is 
an A+ carrier.  Our current carrier had an increase of 12% with the same benefits.  With 
American Fidelity, the aggregate stop loss will remain the same at $120,000.  She had met in 
groups of two earlier and it was requested that the dental be increased from $1000 to $1500 
on orthodontist expenses.  Cobra rates have been calculated based on the past at a 2-step rate 
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structure.  They are now $800 for member and $1000 for family.  Ms. Norris recommends a 4-
step structure with employee being $901; employee and child $1009; employee & spouse 
$1141 and employee & family $1250.49.   
 
Commissioner Mike Fields made a motion and was seconded by Commissioner Phillip Hinton to 
go with American Fidelity with benefits remaining the same.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Don Boggs made a motion and was seconded by Commissioner Mike Fields that 
employee premium rates stay the same.  Motion carried with all voting aye except for 
Commissioner Thomas Hockaday voting no. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Mike Fields and seconded by Commissioner Don Boggs to 
raise the Cobra rates to the 4-step structure being $901 for employee; $1009 for employee & 
child; $1141 for employee & spouse and $1250 for employee & family.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  (Auditor Carl Johnson asked that the figure of $1250 be used instead of the 
$1250.49 mentioned above.) 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Mike Fields and seconded by Commissioner Don Boggs to 
increase dental orthodontic benefits to $1500 per person for one time only.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
All motions to become effective 01-01-2011. 
 
14. Report from Kaybro Technologies 
Commissioner Boggs stated that he had received a call from Dave that he was having car 
trouble and would not be able to attend today.  They asked to be put on the next agenda.  One 
of the issues to be discussed today was the compromising of bank records, specifically the 
schools and the Tax office.  Commissioner Fields explained the situation that had happened to 
Gregg County where $200,000 had been stolen and money transferred to Russia by using Cyber 
internet.  He wants to make sure that this cannot happen to us.  Judy Cook, Tax Assessor, said 
her office does not do electronic transfers and this was how the money had been stolen. 
 
Commissioner Boggs said that David from NetData said that since we had the ISeries server, we 
were secure.  There are only three (3) computers in the county that would benefit from the 
anti-executable soft ware.  These would be the computers that actually do the transfers.  They 
don’t feel like there is a large threat to us but the software could be purchased for probably 
$100/computer.   
 
Commissioner Hockaday commented that this was about the third time that Kaybro was on the 
agenda and had not shown up and would like for them to work for the Commissioners Court 
and not for one individual office.  He would like to look into getting our own IT person instead 
of talking about it like we have done for several months.  Commissioner Boggs stated that he 
had planned on forming an IT committee after the first of the year and looking into this matter. 
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15.  Consider and Possibly Approve Travel and Seminars for Titus County Employees and 
Elected Official 

Travel was submitted from the following: 

 County Attorney’s office for Paul Lindsey, Investigator, to attend the Texas District and 
County Attorney’s Investigator Seminar in San Antonio February 7-11, 2011 

 Brian Lee to attend 2011 New Judges Orientation in Lubbock January 24-28, 2011 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Don Boggs and seconded by Commissioner Phillip Hinton 
to approve travel and seminars for Titus County Employees and Elected Official.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
16. Consider and Possibly Approve Oral and Written Reports of County Officials 
Reports were turned in from:  County Clerk; Veteran Service Officer; Winfield VFD; City of Talco 
VFD; District Clerk; Sugar Hill VFD and County Auditor. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Phillip Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Mike Fields 
to approve oral and written reports of County Officials.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
17. Consider and Possibly Approve Treasurer’s  Report 
Motion was made by Commissioner Phillip Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Mike Fields 
to approve Treasurer’s Report.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
18. Approve Budget Amendments 
County Auditor, Carl Johnson, presented Budget Amendment #26 finalizing year-end 
adjustments for the Loop Project.   
 
19. Sign Pay Orders and Approve Payments 
Motion was made by Commissioner Phillip Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Don Boggs 
to Sign Pay orders and Approve Payments.  Motion carried. 
 
20.  Closing Comments by County Judge and Commissioners, if any 
Commissioner Hockaday reported that a call was received late Friday afternoon that CR 3120 
was now open to the public and that Joyce Simpson had reported this to the Fire Department.  
This was closed for repairs to Horse Creek Bridge off of 1993. 
 
Commissioner Hockaday then mentioned that they had just finished cleaning up the room in 
the basement and felt that something should be done with all of the computers that were 
inoperable.  There were also boxes of computer paper that had never been used as well as 
boxes of records.  He felt that we needed to see if any of this could be disposed of.  There was 
also a new filing cabinet.   
 
Adjourn 
Motion was made by Commissioner Phillip Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Thomas 
Hockaday to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously. 


