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COMMISSIONERS’ COURT OF TITUS COUNTY, TEXAS 
REGULAR MEETING 

April 12, 2010 
 

PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND PUBLIC ATTENDING: 
 

Sam W. Russell, County Judge    Don Boggs, Commissioner Pct 1  
Mike Fields, Commissioner Precinct 2   Phillip Hinton, Commissioner Pct 3  
Thomas Hockaday, Commissioner Precinct 4  Teresa Price, County Clerk 
Carl Johnson, Auditor     Debby Rhea, County Treasurer 
Joyce Simpson, Assistant to County Judge  Tim Ingram, County Sheriff 
Paula Dyke, JP Pct 2     Norma Narramore 
Shawn  Bryant      Jennie Taraborelli 
Paul Heidaker      Mike Ahrens 
Alan McMillian      Brian Lee 
Bob Gray      Lou Antonelli 
 

Judge Sam W. Russell called the Regular Meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. on April 12, 2010 noting 
that for the record, notices have been posted for the appropriate amount of time prior to this 
meeting according to government regulations. 
 
Judge Sam W. Russell led the Commissioners’ Court in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Commissioner 
Mike Fields gave the invocation.   
 
1.  Public Comments and/or Requests for Information on Non-agenda Items in accordance 

with Section 551.042, Texas Opens Meetings Act 
None 

 
2.  Presentation on Loop Project 

Jennie Taraborelli with Pate Transportation came before the Commissioners’ Court with a 
progress report on the Loop Project.  She began by stating that some time had been lost 
due to inclement weather on the Archeological Mitigation and Data Recovery on US 271.  
They are still waiting to receive FONSI on FM 2348 which once released will allow them to 
start ROW acquisition.   
 
A Public Hearing will be held on FM 1000 after receipt of SFP (Satisfactory for Further 
Processing).  It looks like it will be held sometime in May.    Right of Way condemnation 
hearings are scheduled to begin next week.  The critical paths issues as mentioned above 
are US 271 acquisition; receipt of FONSI for FM 2348; release for Public Hearing for FM 1000 
by FHWA and approval of US 271 Clearing Plans.  Commissioner Boggs asked how long 
would the bid process take for the clearing plans and was told about three (3) weeks. 

 
3. Consider and Possibly approve minutes for Special Meeting on March 22, 2010 

This item was passed due to no one receiving copy of minutes. 
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4. Consider and Possibly Approve Proclamation proclaiming April 27, 2010 as Conservation 
Day 
Motion was made by Commissioner Mike Fields and seconded by Commissioner Phillip 
Hinton to approve Proclamation proclaiming April 27, 2010 as Conservation Day.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
5. Consider and Possibly Approve Jewel Lee as a Reserved Deputy Constable for Pct 2 

Motion was made by Commissioner Mike Fields and seconded by Commissioner Don Boggs 
to approve Jewel Lee as a Reserved Deputy Constable for Pct. 2.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
6. Consider and Possibly Approve Public Sale, Date and Location of Delinquent Tax Property 

by the Sheriff of Titus County 
Motion was made by Commissioner Thomas Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner 
Phillip Hinton to approve the Public Sale of Delinquent Tax Property by the Sheriff of Titus 
County on June 5, 2010 at the Civic Center.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

7. Consider and Possibly Public Sale, Date and Location of Struck Off Delinquent Tax 
Property by the Sheriff of Titus County 

Motion was made by Commissioner Thomas Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Phillip 
Hinton to approve Public Sale of Struck Off Delinquent Tax Property by the Sheriff of Titus 
County on June 5, 2010 at the Civic Center.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
8.  Consider and Possibly Take Action on a Computer Server for County 
Commissioner Boggs asked for this to be put on the agenda.  He has spoken with the County 
Auditor and it can be purchased from the Security Fund.  The County Attorney met with Mr. 
Johnson to confirm that this could be paid from this fund and was told that it was okay.   
 
 
9. Consider and Possibly Approve Travel and Seminars for Titus County Employees and 

Elected Official 
 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Don Boggs and seconded by Commissioner Phillip Hinton 
to approve travel and seminars for Titus County Employees and Elected Officials.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
10. Consider and Possibly Approve Oral and Written Reports of County Officials 

There were no oral reports.  Written reports were turned in from District Clerk, County 
Clerk,  

 
Motion was made by Commissioner Don Boggs and seconded by Commissioner Thomas 
Hockaday to approve oral and written reports of County Officials.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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11. Approve Treasurer’s Report 
Judge Russell asked what the Texas Capital Fund and was told that this is a $500,000 revolving 
loan which Bob Jones oversees.  This money is available to businesses at a low interest rate who 
meet certain criteria.  He asked if Charlie Smith with the Industrial Foundation was aware of 
this money and was told that he was.   
 
He then asked about the Custom and Border Protection and was told that this was a Homeland 
Security Grant.  In questioning about the Criminally Alien Assistant Program, he was told that 
this was belonged to the Sheriff’s office.   
 
Judge Russell asked about the Commissionary account and was told by Sheriff Ingram that this 
was not going thru the ATM machine yet because of viruses.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Don Boggs and seconded by Commissioner Phillip Hinton 
to approve Treasurer’s Report.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
12. Approve Budget Amendments 
There were no budget amendments. 
 
13. Sign Pay Orders and Approve Payments 
Motion was made by Commissioner Phillip Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Thomas 
Hockaday to sign pay orders and approve payments.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
14.  Closing Comments by County Judge and Commissioners, if any 
Commissioner Boggs asked that the CPU tower and other computer equipment to be moved 
from the seating area of the Commissioners. 
 
Commissioners Fields stated that clean up went well.  Commissioner Hockaday requested that 
this not be done during a holiday as his men had to work cleaning up trash since the dumpsters 
were not picked up until Monday.  Commissioner Hinton agreed with this.   
 
Judge Russell reminded everyone that Census forms were due in five days.  This assists in 
determining boundary precincts as well as eligibility for grants.  There is no criminal penalty for 
illegal aliens.   
 
He also announced that there would be a Marker Dedication Ceremony today at 2:00 p.m. at 
Edwards Cemetery for Henry Clay Thruston who was the tallest Confederate Soldier.  
 
Adjourn 
Motion was made by Commissioner Thomas Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Phillip 
Hinton to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously. 


