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COMMISSIONERS’ COURT OF TITUS COUNTY, TEXAS 
REGULAR MEETING 

February 8, 2010 
 

PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND PUBLIC ATTENDING: 
 

Sam W. Russell, County Judge    Don Boggs, Commissioner Pct 1  
Mike Fields, Commissioner Precinct 2   Phillip Hinton, Commissioner Pct 3  
Thomas Hockaday, Commissioner Precinct 4  Stefanie Morlen, Chief Deputy 
Christy Davis, Assistant Auditor    Debby Rhea, County Treasurer 
Joyce Simpson, Assistant to County Judge  Kay McNutt, JP 1, 3, 4  
Tim Ingram, County Sheriff    Tom Gresham 
Harold Conner      Sheryl Preddy 
Norma Narramore     Bobby Joe Spearman 
Lou Antonelli      Brian Lee 
Janice Chism      Leroy Morgan 
Russell Dunn      Steve Austin 
 
              

Judge Sam W. Russell called the Regular Meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. on February 8, 2010 
noting that for the record, notices have been posted for the appropriate amount of time prior 
to this meeting according to government regulations. 
 
Judge Sam W. Russell led the Commissioners’ Court in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Commissioner 
Thomas Hockaday gave the invocation.   
 
1.  Public Comments and/or Requests for Information on Non-agenda Items in accordance 

with Section 551.042, Texas Opens Meetings Act 
a. Mr. Dane Riddle had turned in an Open Records Request to speak to the court regarding 

electronic mapping in Titus County.  Judge Russell stated that after Mr. Riddle had 
contacted his office last week, he had made a call and is now in the process of trying to 
see what needs to be done on getting the 911 on the internet.  This was conveyed to 
Mr. Riddle. 

 
b.  Steve Austin with the Titus County Historical Commission was present to turn in 

approval of funding request in the amount of $2000 to send not more than two (2) 
reimbursable delegates to the Annual Historical Preservation Conference in Houston, 
Texas April 22-24, 2010.  This was approved during the regular meeting of TCHC on 
February 2, 2010.   

 
2.  Presentation on Loop Project 
Jennie Taraborelli was unable to be present today.  Judge Russell’s office will see if she can be 
present at the next Commissioners Court meeting as he feels it is important that we keep the 
public updated on where we are in the loop process.  Judge Russell did inform the court that we 
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are in the ROW acquisition on 271 bypass west loop.  A Public Hearing was held on January 28, 
2010 at which time environmental issues on 2348 was held. 

 
3. Review minutes from Commissioners Court for December 28, 2009 Special Meeting, 

January 11, 2010 Regular Meeting and January 26, 2010 Special Meeting 
Motion was made by Commissioner Don Boggs and seconded by Commissioner Thomas 
Hockaday to approve minutes from Commissioners Court for December 28, 2009 Special 
Meeting; January 11, 2010 Regular Meeting and January 26, 2010 Special Meeting.  Motion 
carried unanimously.  
 
4. Discuss Update to Security System 
We are still awaiting responses from Dennis Newman and Advance Alarm.   
 
5. Discuss Matters Relating to Senior Meal Program at the Meal Center 
About a month ago, there was some information being put out that the Meal Center was going 
to close which was incorrect.  They are working but are looking for different alternatives to 
assist in raising money to run the Meal Center Program.  Judge Russell stated that at some 
point, we may have to start renting out the building again as a source of income.  Commissioner 
Hockaday stated that he thought that there had been an internal problem before and the 
money wasn’t getting turned back in.  Commissioner Fields stated that there would have to 
criteria or guidelines for renting the building.  Commissioner Boggs asked what their main 
source of income was and was answered “Grants”.   
 
This is an area we might want to review when setting the budget for FY11. 
 
6. Discuss and Possibly Approve County Computer and Information Technology systems 

including but not limited to current and future needs relating to hardware, software, 
server based or windows based system, Internet and email systems and use of and access 
to the county website 

We continue to discuss what we are going to do with our technology and computer system.  
Judge Russell, Commissioner Boggs and County Clerk, Teresa Price, attended the Texas 
Association of Counties conference week before last.  As Judge Russell stated, ‘It was amazing 
to find out what we didn’t know.”  CIRA (County Information Resources Agency) goes out and 
assists county governments in assessing their needs.  It would be in our best interest for them 
to come and check our system.  This would take them 1-2 days.   
 
We also need to be preparing ourselves for the upcoming technology system (CLOUD).  We may 
not be using a server as we now use.   
 
Commissioner Boggs stated that he would like to add this to look at each year when we prepare 
the budget, maybe have a workshop to see where we are and where we are going. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Mike Fields and seconded by Commissioner Phillip Hinton 
to table this item until we can get CIRA to come and make an assessment.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
7. Consider and Possibly Approve Redistricting Proposal from Allison, Bass & Associates, 

L.L.P. for Titus County 
Allison, Bass & Associates has done our redistricting the last two censuses.  After each census is 
completed, we will be required to redistrict our existing boundaries (Commissioners Precincts, 
Justice of the Peace and Election Precincts) to insure compliance.  Their initial assessment fee if 
$1500 and is due February 20, 2010. Should the initial assessment indicate that the existing 
political boundaries do not require redistricting, there will be no additional costs due. 
 
Should the Initial Assessment indicate that the existing political boundaries are unsuitable 
under state and federal law and services are provided for the reapportionment process, the 2nd 
installment of $6500 will be due on September 1, 2011.   
 
Upon completion of the project, and submission of the plan adopted by the contracting 
governmental entity to the United States Department of Justice, a final and 3rd installment fee 
of $6500 will be due on September 1, 2012.   
 
The fixed fee does not include the cost of publication or mailing of any notice that may be 
required by state of federal law.  Titus County will bear the cost of such publication or mailing.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Thomas Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Mike 
Fields to approve Redistricting Flat Fee Proposal from Allison, Bass & Associates, L.L.P. for Titus 
County and to pay the initial assessment fee of $1500 by February 20, 2010.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
8. Consider and Possibly Approve Resignation of Meredith Denman and approve application 

of Mary Ann Munsinger for service on the Titus County Child Welfare Board 
Motion was made by Commissioner Thomas Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Phillip 
Hinton to approve the resignation of Meredith Denman and approve application of Mary Ann 
Munsinger for service on the Titus County Child Welfare Board.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Judge Russell informed the court that we need to look at increasing the allotment we now pay 
to Titus County Child Welfare Board during the Budget hearings.  Tom Gresham, representative 
from Titus County Child Welfare Board, told the court that there had been a 60% increase from 
this time last year.  At any given time, they are running 80 per month where it has been 50. 
 
9.  Consider and Possibly Approve County Auditor’s Bond for $5000 
Motion was made by Commissioner Mike Fields and seconded by Commissioner Phillip Hinton 
to approve County Auditor’s Bond for $5000.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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10. Consider and Possibly Approve Travel and Seminars for Titus County Employees and 
Elected Official 

No travel was turned in for approval. 
 
11.  Consider and Possibly Approve County Treasurer’s Report 
Motion was made by Commissioner Thomas Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Phillip 
Hinton to approve County Treasurer’s Report.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
12. Consider and Possibly Approve Oral and Written Reports of County Officials 
Reports were turned in from the County Clerk; District Clerk; City of Talco VFD; Five Star VFD; 
Sugar Hill VFD and Cookville VFD.  A cash report was given to the Commissioners Court by Carl 
Johnson.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Phillip Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Thomas 
Hockaday to approve written and oral reports of County Officials.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
13. Approve Budget Amendments 
There were no budget amendments. 
 
14. Sign Pay Orders and Approve Payments 
Motion was made by Commissioner Phillip Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Thomas 
Hockaday to approve signing pay orders and approving payments.  Motion carried. 
 
15.  Closing Comments by County Judge and Commissioners, if any 
Commissioner Don Boggs went over surplus equipment that is going to be placed on Auctioneer 
Express for auction.   
 
Commissioner Mike Fields stated that Tri Lakes VFD had their yearly benefit fundraiser which 
raised approximately $6000. 
 
Adjourn 
Motion was made by Commissioner Thomas Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Phillip 
Hinton to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously. 


