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COMMISSIONERS COURT
REGULAR MEETING

MARCH 14 2005

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT THE TITUS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT
met in RegufarSrssion Monday March 14 2005 in the Titus County Courtroom with the
following members present

DANNY P CROOKS COUNTY JUDGE

BOB FITCH COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 1
MIKE FIELDS COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 2

PHILLIP HINTON COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 3

THOMAS E HOCKADAY COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 4

THELMA SCULLIN DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK

PUBLIC AND COUNTY OFFICIALS ATTENDING MEETING

CARL JOHNSON DEBBY RHEA

SHERRY JO MARS

AMBERLY HURLEY NORMA NARRAMORE

JAKE NARRAMORE LEONARD ROCKWELL

RON STAGGS

Invocation given by Commissioner Thomas Hockaday

IN THE MATTER OF

PUBLIC COMMENTS ANDOR REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION
ON NON AGENDA ITEMS IN ACCORDANACE WITH

SECTION 551042 TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT

Amber Hurley spoke as a private citizen and not as a newspaper reporter or employee
She said she thought it would be good for the Commissioners to purchase a recorder and
record their meetings for verification purposes She stated that the public was getting a
little tired of hearing the Court and others bashing each other Everyone needs to let go
ofall their animosity and work together Sherry Mars is doing better on her reports and
should be commended for that
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IN THE MATTER OF
CONSIDER AND POSSIBLY APPROVE THE CONSTRUCTION OF

A MOBILE HOME PARK BY TRACY WRIGHT IN PRECINCT 2

Commissioners would not approve a mobile home park until they had the plans for the
park and report from Ron Staggs about the septic system Commissioner Mike Fields
said he would tell Ms Wright to get this information together
No action taken until plans are available

i

IN THE MATTER OF

CONSIDER ANDPOSSIBLY APPROVE THE OUTSIDE AUDIT BY
ARNOLDWALKERARNOLD AND CO PC

Motion was made by Commissioner Mike Fields and seconded by Commissioner
Thomas Hockaday to approve the outside audit report given by Lanny Walker of Arnold
Walker Arnold

Motion carried unanimously
REPORT MAY BE SEEN IN THE AUDITORSOFFICE

IN THE MATTER OF

DISCUSS REASSIGNING THE POSITION OF EMERGENCY SERVICES
COORDINATOR

Commissioner Mike Fields said the reason this reassigning ofthe Emergency Services
Coordinator is necessary is because the State keeps adding more responsibility to this
position and it has caused an overload ofwork for Ron Staggs Environmental Inspector
Commissioner Thomas Hockaday agreed it would be a good idea
This was not an action matter and will be taken care of in a future meeting

IN THE MATTER OF i

APPROVE ORAL AND WRITTEN REPORTS OF
COUNTY OFFICIALS

Motion was made by Commissioner Bob Fitch and seconded by Commissioner Phillip
Hinton to approve the reports of Auditor Five Star VFD City of Talco Fire Department
Winfield VFD County Clerk District Clerk Environmental Investigator Justice ofthe
Peace 2 Justice of the Peace I Tax AssessorCollector and Treasurer
M

ill
otion carried unanimously
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IN THE MATTER OF

APPROVE BUDGET AMENDMENTS

Amendment II has to do with the Election Administrator and Amendment 12 has to do
with the 300000a month the county will be paying to the ComptrollersOffice for
money owedthe State
Motion was made by Commissioner Thomas Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner
Phillip Hinton to approve the amendments
Motion carved unanimously
AMENDMENTS MAY BE SEEN IN THE AUDITORSOFFICE

IN THE MATTER OF

SIGN PAY ORDERS AND APPROVE PAYMENT

Motion was made by Commissioner Thomas Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner
Phillip Hinton to sign pay orders and approve payments
Motion carried unanimously

IN THE MATTER OF

CONSIDER AND POSSIBLY APPROVE COMMISSIONERS
COURT MINUTES FOR THE MONTH OF

JANUARY 2005

Commissioner Mike Fields said he wanted to reply to the letter the County Clerk read
during the Court Meeting of22405 He wanted to say no one said anything about the
Clerks report being late during that meeting Attached is a copy of the letter the Clerk
wrote and read in Court and a copy of the newspaper reporting on the11005 meeting
Motion was made by Commissioner Mike Fields and seconded by Commissioner
Thomas Hockaday to approve the January 2005 Court Minutes
Motion carried unanimously
SEE EXHIBIT A

PERTAINING TO MATTER 1 ON AGENDA PUBLIC REQUEST
Norma Narramore spoke up in Court and said she did not realize she should have asked
to speak on matter 1 and was now asking to be recognized by the Court The Judge told
her to go ahead and speak Ms Narramore said it was about time the Commissioners and
Judge quit dragging their feet take care ofbusiness and get Leonard Rockwell
Elections Administrator on the payroll
The Court informed her that the County Attorney had notified the Department of Justice
and had not received an answer yet The Justice Department had told the County
Attorney that we could not do anything until we got a reply from them
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Norms Narramore told the Court she had called the Secretay of State and they told her all
that was needed was for the Department ofJustice be notified Leonard also told them he
had called the State and got the same answer
The Court replied The person from the Department of Justice that had talked to our
County Attorny said not to do anything until notified by them The Court will not do
anything until the County Attorney tells them it is okay
Judge Crooks said if someone would give him the name and phone number for the person
in the Department ofJustice our County Attorney had talked to he would call

IN THE MATTER OF
ADJOURNMENT

Motion was made by Commissioner Thomas Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner
Phillip Hinton to adjourn the meeting
Motion carried unanimously

41111
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My September October and November reports were approved in
the December 13 Commissioners Court meeting Not on
January 10 2005 as reported by Debby Rhea County Treasurer

My December report was turned inat 1045 AM on January 6
2005 to the Treasurer the County Judge and the Auditor

If someone is going to continue to give information about my
timelilness of reports they should at least get the information
correct

I would like Amber from the newspaper to please make this
correction in the article she writes concerning todays
Commissioners Court meeting

Some people believe anything they read in the newspaper whether
it is correct or not That is why I want the correction made public
just like the misinformation was

Thank you
Sherry Jo Mars Titus County Clerk

1111
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Celebrity Waiter Dinner County approves IDCs
ays request for rightofway
100 ByAMBERCULLENHURLEY

Tribune Staff Writer

Titu County Commissioners approved request from the
Texas Mount Pleasant Industrial Development Corporation IDCto
more donate a 100 foot wide by1350 feet long rightofway across

n this county property located on Industrial Road during their
anion meeting this morning
eeton According to 1DC Executive Director Charlie Smith the

rightofway is critical to the development of a 220 acre
pated business park located at the southeast corner of I30 and
eased 5 Farm toMarket 1402 Industrial Road
ryear Smith said the IDC hired engineering firm KSAEngineers
epos ofLongview identified this location as the beat rightofway
Texas Two weeks ago brought you a set ofplans for the proposed
on aacrriess Smith

benefitted
tll bye

1111120065 that property willll bebe greatly benfite by accesscress from13 thcountyrope
state All cost including the survey associated with transferring
after r the property will be paid by the IDC according to Smith and
pro the transfer will not take place if the IDC does not move

arlier forward with the purchase of the proposed business park
n Lt property

who N Commissioners also heard a request from Mount Pleasant
Titus County Chamber of Commerce Executive Vice

i President Pat Carr regarding the Moonlight Jubilee
to 82 f ifr scheduled for May 13 14

g 1 Carr sought commissioners to put the Moonlight Jubilee
dated A on the calendar for the evening 13 and during the day
lthat

g
of May 14

ie n t k jf Judge Danny Pat Crooks questioned commissioners of a
reins r l possible conflict due to Saturdays being designated as

i t Farmers Market days for local farmers who bring their crops
nnb to the east aide ofthe square to soli their harvest to the public

Carr said these farmers were a more than welcome addition
owth II to the Moonlight Jubilee and she would work with the county
much j as needed to see that there were no conflicts

s last e
Carr said though the final plans have not been set in stone

i for the event there will be a few changes this year
ago t We have a few changes Barr said We a re not going to

alters

dget j t be selling beans and cornbread anymore we are going to haveudget tj is
a sanctioned chili cook off and salsa making contest

IO i Commissioners approved the adoption of the National
i Incident Management System NIMS for the county

1111 This is the first management system built after911 to try
tj t bring more cooperation between federal and local

ICI ti governments in response to terrorist incidents and natural
disasters County Disaster Coordinator Ron Staggs said

ay L r ri ia r s Ai z 1 Staggs said the county will need to have the NEVIS system
uncil adopted in order to receive grants from the federal
I on llressed to inn u Gene Autry Bosrle Seanedy of Pilgrim Bank gloried a government for Homeland Security
City cowboy outfit complete with spurs at the Pilot Clubs Annual Celebrity Waiter Commissioners also approved a budget amendment for the
m Dinner held Saturday FrOM localcelebrities to anetioneerBrett Thomas the Pilot purchase of a new truck for the Titus County maintenance
elude Club put on the rite for more than 200 guest in attendance For more photos see
meet WednesdaysMidweek section TRIBUNE photo byAmber CullenHurley See

ubhc

County Pg 8A
it the

m US helicopter on tsunami relief mission crashes 6owm nvvr

III
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The cost ofthe new truck is

going to be 15388 dollars I
County Auditor Carl Johnson
said

According to Johnson three
county vehicles will be put up
for hid to recoup some of the
money for the new vehicle

The commissioners tabled
a motion to appoint nine
members to the county
Grievance Committee for
2005 due to confusion over

i
the amount of names to
choose from in the hopper
and the custom from which

they were selected
e According to Pct4Commis

eioner Thomas Hockaday
i there are more than 12000 j

0
i

voters in Titus County and i
i the 2030 names typed and

placedd inin the hopper as
sinned by County Clerk
Sherry Jo Mars could not 1
represent all registered vot
ers therefore the matter was
tabled in order to be sure the

names are selected cotrectly
Commissioners also ap

proved oral and written
reports including a report
from County Treasurer Debby
Rhea

Rheasreport provided com
missioners the monies and
reports received for the
months of November and
December from county agen
cies including Titus County
Assessor Collector Judy Cook
which reported 43650 in
auto and4241170in taxes

District Clerk Debra Bowen

reported 26361 Pct 2
Justice of the Pecce Paula
Dyke reported 82356 Pct 1
Justice of the Peace Leo

Schakel reported 64567
County Attorney Tim Taylor
reported3657 SheriffArvel
Sheppard reported 925 Pet 1
Constable Chris Durant re

ported 1225 and Pct 2
Cleve Johnson reported 275
for November and December

According to Rhea Mara
submitted reports for three
months September October
and November in the amount
of102534

Crooks also introduced new
Pct 3 Commissioner Phillip
Hinton to the court and the
public in the meeting

Hinton made his first
motion as a commissioner In
favor of the rightofwayfor
the IDCs business park and
made a few laughs when he
stepped into his predecessor
former Pct 3 Commissioner
Billy Jack Thompsons role
saying I make emotion we
pay our bills


