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COMMISSIONERS COURT

REGULAR MEETING

MAY 13 2002

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT THE TITUS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT

met in 4eegufarnuion on Monday May 13 2002 in the Titus County Courtroom with the
following members present

DANNY P CROOKS COUNTY JUDGE

BOB FITCH COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 1
MIKE FIELDS COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 2

BILLY J THHOMPSON COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 3

THOMAS HOCKADAY COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 4

THELMA SCULLIN DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK

PUBLIC AND COUNTY OFFICIALS ATTENDING MEETING

CARL JOHNSON COUNTY AUDITOR

CLARISSA CUTRELL

IN THE MATTER OF
PERMISSION TO LAY BURIED LINE CR 1605 FROM

FM 1402 560 FT WEST PRECINCT 1

Application was made by Southwestern Bell Telephone Company for permission to lay
buried line and bore along that certain segment of County Road in Precinct 1 at CR
1605 from FM 1402 560 West Motion was made by Commissioner Bob Finch and
seconded by Commission Billy Jack Thompson to approve this application Motion
carried unanimously SEE EXHIBIT A

IN THE MATTER OF
INCREASE IN 2002 COBRA RATES FOR

COUNTY HEALTH INSURANCE

Motion was made by Commissioner Billy Jack Thompson and seconded by Thomas
Hockaday to approve an increase in 2002 Cobra rates for County Health Insurance
Motion carried unanimously SEE EXHIBIT B
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IN THE MATTER OF
PINE CORNER PLAT ON FM 2348

PRECINCT 2

Motion was made by Commissioner Mike Fields and seconded by Commissioner Bob
Fitch to approve the Pine Corner Plat on FM 2348 in Precinct 2 Motion carried
unanimously

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING
BUDGET AMMENDMENTS

Motion was made by Commissioner Thomas Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner
Billy Jack Thompson to approve budget amendment s 30 31 32 Motion carried

unanimously The amendments can be seen in the County AuditorsOffice

IN THE MATTER OF
APPROVING COUNTY OFFICIALS REPORTS

Low Motion was made by Commissioner Thomas Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner
Billy Jack Thompson to approve reports from County Auditor Justice of the Peace
Precinct 2 Paula Dyke Sugar Hill Volunteer Fire Department Five Star Volunteer Fire
Department City of Talco Fire Department Motion carried unanimously

IN THE MATTER OF
SIGNING PAY ORDERS APPROVING PAYMENT

Motion was made by Commissioner Billy Jack Thompson and seconded by
Commissioner Bob Fitch to approve signing payorders and approve payment Motion
carried unanimously

IN THE MATTER OF

CONSIDERING REQUEST FROM
LOCAL ODD FELLOWS LODGE NO 66

FOR PROPERTY TAX RELIEF

Motion was made by Commissioner Mike Fields and seconded by Commissioner Bob
Fitch to approve propery tax relief for local Odd Fellows Lodge No66 They would be
exempt ofCounty taxes Motion carried unanimously
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IN THE MATTER OF
PLAT FOR PATRICK STREET STORAGE ADDITION

PRECINCT 2

Motion was made by Commissioner Mike Fields and seconded by Commissioner Billy
Jack Thompson to approve the Plat for Patrick Street Storage Addition Motion carried
unanimously

IN THE MATTER OF

ADOPTION OF RULES OF PROCEDURECONDUCT
AND DECORUM AT MEETINGS OF THE

TITUS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT

Motion was made by Commissioner Billy Jack Thompson and seconded by
Commissioner Bob Fitch to approve adoption of Rules of Procedures for
Commissioners Court meetings Motion carried unanimously SEE EXHIBIT C

IN THE MATTER OF
APPROVING SALE OF 165 HP

MURRAY RIDING MOWER

The highest bid for the 165 HP Murray Riding Mower that was put up for bids wu
513700bid by Catherine Moss Motion was made by Commissioner Fields and
seconded by Commission Bob Fitch to accept this bid of513700 Motion carried
unanimously The riding mower was one used at the County Park EXHIBIT D

IN THE MATTER OF

SMALL PLAQUE CORRECTING INFORMATION ON
ORIGINAL PLAQUE ANDREW TITUS

The Court discussed purchasing a supplemental plaque correcting the date ofbirth and
birthplace of Andrew Jackson TitusThis plaque is to be placed under the existing plaque
The estimated cost from Accent Advertising is less than 520000 It would read

Correction

Andrew Jackson Titus was born on

March 12 1814 in Madison County
Mississippi Territory

Motion was made by Commissioner Bob Fitch and seconded by Mike Fields to approve
this plaque Motion carried unanimously
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IN THE MATTER OF
BID FOR FIRE TRUCK NOT ON AGENDA

Regarding fire truck not on agenda because it was forgotten but stated that the bids
would be opened today Bids Opened Cypress Ford S21858 and Sandlin was not
able to bid at this time No action taken

IN THE MATTER OF
ADJOURNMENT

Motion wu made by Commissioner Billy Jack Thompson and seconded by
Commissioner Mike Fields to adjourn the meeting Motion carried unanimously
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APPLICATION FOR PERMIT

TO COMMISSIONERS COURT
Mt Pleasant Texas 75455

I

Application is hereby made by Southwestern Bell Telephone company for
permission to lay buried line and bore along that certain segment of the
county road in Precinct 4 at the following location

CR a Tots f1yot fLo wEsT
i

Respectfully submitted

Manager Engineer Design D e

307 N Van Buren
Mt Pleasant Tx 75455
5723495

PPROVED DENTED

o P 1111 os132o0
County Ju Date
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anus County Olommissioners Uourt

Mt Pleasant Olexae

PROPOSED RATE INCREASE FOR COBRA INSURANCE
EFFECTIVE DATE JULY 01 2002

EMPLOYES POUSS CHILDREN FAMILY

CURRENT
RATE S 37000 S 42500 S 40500 S 46000

50

INCREASE S 111500 S 21300 S 20300 S 23000

TOTALS S 53500 S 631100 S 60000 S 69000

L

10013 Plrat Street bulls 200 Alt flaunt0xna 75406 melepaone 0036776701 FaxU35770703
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RULES OF PROCEDURE CONDUCT AND DECORUM
AT MEETINGS OF THE

TITUS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT

All Regular Special Emergency and Executive Session Meetings of the Titus
County Commissioners Court will be called and conducted in accordance with
the provisions of the Texas Open Meetings Act Chapter 551 Government
Code

II Regular Special and Emergency Meetings of the Titus County Commissioners
Court are open to the public and to representatives of the press and media
Executive Sessions of the Commissioners Court are not open to the public the
press or the media and only those individuals expressly requested or ordered to
be present are allowed to attend Executive Session

III The Titus County Commissioners Court meets in Regular Session on the
second and fourth Mondays of each month In order for a matter or issue to
appear as an agenda item on the Agenda of any Regular Meeting of the
Commissioners Court a request must be filed with app approved by at least
one member of the Commissioners Court andor the County Judge by
12OOpm noon on the Thursday immediately preceding the next Regular
Meeting of the Commissioners Court

IV The business of Titus County is conducted by and between the members of the
Titus County Commissioners Court and by those members of the County staff
elected officials department heads consultants experts andor members of the
public requested to be present and participate While the public is invited to
attend all meetings of the Commissioners Court except Executive Sessions
the publics participation therein is limited to that of observers unless a member
or members of the public is requested to address the Commissioners Court
on a particular issue or issues or unless the member or members of the
public completes a Public Participation Form and submits same to the County
Clerk prior to the time the agenda item or items is addressed by the Court A
sample of the Titus County Commissioners Court Public Participation Form is
attached hereto as Exhibit A

A Each member of the public who appears before the Commissioners Court
shall be limited to a maximum of five 5 minutes to make hisher remarks

Page 1 of 4
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B Members of the Public are invited to comment on any agenda item or make
Comments andor requests for information on non agenda items Section
551042 Texas Open Meetings Act in accordance with these procedures
and rules adopted The Court has the authority to limit discussion on any
single issue in the interest of time and to prevent repetitive remarks

C In matters of exceptional interest the Court may by the majority vote of
the members of the Court in attendance at the meeting either shorten or
lengthen the time allocated for a particular member of the public allmembers of the public andor the amount of time allocated for all agenda
Items andor a specific agenda Item

D It is the intention of the Court to provide an open access to the citizens of
Titus County to address the Commissioners Court and express themselves
on issues of County Government Members of the public are reminded that
the Titus County Commissioners Court is a Constitutional Court with both
judicial and legislative powers created under Article V Section 1 andSection 18 of the Texas Constitution As a Constitutional Court the Titus
County Commissioners Court also possesses the power to issue a
Contempt of Court Citation under Section 81024 of the Texas Local
Government Code Accordingly members of the public in attendance at
any Regular Special andor Emergency Meeting of the Court shall conductthemselves with proper respect and decorum in speaking to andor
addressing tho Court in participating in public discussions before the
Court and in all actions in the presence of the Court Those members of
the public who do not conduct themselves in an orderly and appropriatemanner will be asked to leave the meeting Refusal to abide by the Courts
Order andor continued disruption of the meeting may result in a Contempt
of Court citation

E It is not the intention of the Titus County Commissioners Court to provide
a public forum for the demeaning of any individual or group Neither is itthe intention of the Court to allow a member or members of the public to
insult the honesty of andor integrity of the Court as a body or any member
or members of the Court individually or collectively Accordingly

profane insulting or threatening language directed toward the Court andorany person in the Courts presence andor racial ethnic or gender slurs orepithets will not be tolerated Violation of these rules may result In the
following sanctions

1 cancellation ofa speakersremaining time
2 removal from the Commiuioners Courtroom

Page 2 of 4
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V The County Judge is the presiding officer of the Titus County

Commissioners Court and is a Arily participating member thereof In the event
of the absence of the County Judge the senior member of the Commissioners
Court in terms of total number of years u an elected representative present at
the Regular Special Emergency Meeting or Executive Session shall serve u
the Judge ProTem of the Court However nothing herein shall prevent the
senior member of this Commissioners Court from delegating this duty toanother member of the Commissioners Court

VI The County Judge or the designated Judge ProTem of the Commissioners
Court as presiding officer of the Commissioners Court is responsible for
Conducting all meetings and member of the public who have properly
completed a Public Participation Form and submitted same to the County Clerk
must wait to be recognized before they will be allowed to address the Court
All members of the public requesting to be heard using the prescribed format
shall be heard in accordance with the Texas Constitution Article 1 Section 27
and the Texas Government Code Section 551042 of the Open MeetingsStatutes

VI I Special Rules for the Press and Media

A Reporters and media technicians are required to structure their movements
equipment setup and takedown and adjustments etc in such a manner as
to not disrupt the Commissioners Court deliberations or the ability of the
public to see hear and participate in the proceedings

B Interviews shall not be conducted inside the Commissioners Courtroom
during the time the Court is in session

C Media interviews which are conducted outside the Commissioners Court
room should be conducted in such a manner that the interview does not
disturb impede or disrupt the proceedings of any Regular Special
Emergency andor Executive Session Meeting of the Court

VIII If there is a necessity for a Bailiff at any meeting of the Court the Sheriff of
Titus County Texas or his designated deputy shall serve

IX These rules of procedure conduct and decorum shall also apply to meetings and
public hearings however the Commissioners Court may adopt such additional
and supplemental rules for such meetings as may be necessary and appropriate
to conduct such meetings in an orderly efficient and proper manner

X These Rules of Procedure Conduct and Decorum at Meetings of the Titus
County Commissioners Court shall be effective immediately upon adoption

Page 3 of 4
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by the Court and shall remain in full force and effect until amended by a
majority vote of the Commissioners Court after a public notice of the pro
posed change has been posted for 30 days

ADOPTED BY THE UNANIMOUS VOTE OF THE TITUS COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS COURT on this the 13th day of May 2002

Danny rooks Titus County Judge

ComnQ sinner Precinct 1 rent 3

74ita
Commissioner Precinct 2 ssioner Precinct 4

rtns
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TITUS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT

public Particinatlon Form

bstructionst Fill out all appropriate blanks Please print or write legibly

NAME

HOME ADDRESS

1

Do you represent any particular group or organization

If you do represent a group or organization please state the name of such group or
Organization

Which agenda Item or items do you wish to address

Do you wish to make an Inquiry under Section 551042 of the Open Meetings Act

Signature

Date

NOTE This Public Participation Form must be presented to the County Clerk
prior to the time that the agenda item or hems you wish to address are discussed
before the Court

J
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TITUS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT

Publk Partklnation Form

jpstructIons Fill out all appropriate blanks Please print or write legibly

NAME

HOME ADDRESS

Do you represent any particular group or organization

If you do represent a group or organization please state the name of suck group or
Organization

Which agenda item or items do you wish to address

Do you wish to make an inquiry under Section 551042 of the Open Meetings Act

Signature

Date

NOTE This Public Participation Form oust be presented to the County Clerk
prior to the time that the agenda item or items you wish to address are discussed
before the Court
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EKEIBIT D VOL

USED LAWNMOWER BID

11

I WOULD LIKE TO SUBMIT A BID OF al ON THE USED MURRAY 165 HP LAWNMOWER

a
CATHERINE MOSS

RT 3

MTPLEASANT TEXAS 75455
PHONE 572 0886
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